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The Voice of the 


SHE PHERD 


THROUGH THE! 


CLOUDS 


TO Wig 


LAMBS 


EARTH, 


Shewing thema way of eſcape fromthe DR A G O N's 
Subtilties. 

Wherein is ewed the Worſhip of 1Myferie Babylon, in four ſe- 
veral Notts, as it differs from the Worſhipof Chriſt, together 
with the Saints duty as to a ſeparating from her. 

Likewiſe the danger laid down, which muſt be expected to fall 
_ thoſe that ſtay in Myſterie Babylon after notice given 
them to thecontrary of it. 

3 8 figns given ot the ſhortneſſe of her Reign over the 

arch. 


Hoch hath an gr to hear, let bin bear what the S pirit ſacth unto the 
Char cher, Rev.2,29, Bleſſed is be that kgepeth his garment, for bt 
ſhall walk with me in white, for be is worthy, Rev. 3.4. 
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En Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Riend, who ever thou art unto ht heſe lines may come, 
hnow this, T hat it was the ſtrong im port unity, and earneſt 
deſire of ſome Chriſtians, which was the cauſe why theſe 
lines came to publick view, judging that they might be of 
uſe to the Lord's people, In this day of darkneſſe the 

Lords people de want light into their preſ ent workzand indeed the ground 

of the miſcarriage of many ſouls, it's judged is not ſo much from wil- 

fulneſs, as from ignorance, Prov,29.18, Where there is no viſion; 
the people periſh. Aud yet let me tell you, T hat as to the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, the great unkappineſs of the Saints at this day is, that there 

#5 not ſo great a want of light, as faithfulneſs in the Miniſters about di- 

ſprnſing of it ; ſothat the want of Viſion ariſeth through want of heart 

in the peoples Teachers, who will not plainly ſhew them their duty, but 
hold them in an 1gnorant ſuſpence through a laviſh fear which is upon 
them. This was the ſin of the Fews Teachers of old, j̃er. 15. 19. There - 

fore thus ſaich the Lord, if thou return, then wil I bring thee a- 

gain, and thou ſhalc ſtand before me; and if thou take forth the 

precious from the vile, thou ſhale be as my mouth; let them re- 
turn ro thee, but return thou not unto them. They do not love to 
malę any difference between Saint and ſinners , between him that ſer- 
vet h God, and him that ſerveth him not, and that for fear of diſplea- 
ing of the great ones of the times they live in, by which means the poor 
people did he knew not what , blindly running on in ways not pleaſing 
ro God, and ſo became the ſubjelts of wrath , when ſome of the people 
hardly knew that they had ſinned, Iſa. 9. 16. For the Leaders of this 
people cauſe them to err; and they that are led of them, are de- 
—_—_rz, Aa." 


The Epiſtle tothe READER, 

Therefore you the Lordi people in this Nation, or any part of the 
World, to you I ſpeak, ard to you u this little Treatiſ . 2 for 
your ſakes it was written , to adviſe , warn and caution you to look, to 
Jour ſouls, and nat 18 truſt men, but try them more; for we are fallen 
into ſuch an age of the world, that aff »r4s Micha's compl aint. Mic. y. 4. 
The beſt of them are as a bryar, and the moſt upright is ſhar pet 
then a — Anichri 

Certainly the rue of Antichriſt cannot be far off tl is thivafer 
ſent to you to bid jou fland off from her, partake 2 with ber; for if 
God find you doing of her work, he will not make any difference between 
- Jou and the worſt of them, as to omrward Fudgements, Fer.9 25 26,Be- 
hold the days come, ſaith che Lord, that I wil puniſh all them 
. —— —— . — untircumtiſed, c. Therefore if 
this to that end prove mſefnl to tber: give God the glory umi me th 
ers, vhs am, aud hope ever to — abies and £7 Churches _ 
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The Voice of the 


Great Shepherd from Heaven 


TO HIS 
LA M BS On Earth, &c. 
REV. 18+ 4, 


And I heard another Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying, (ome out of her my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that 
Je receive not of her plagues, 


His Book was written by Jobs the Divine in 
the time of his baniſhmenc into the Iſle of 
Patmos by Domit ion then Emperor of Nome, 
chap, 1. ver,9. The ſcope of which Viſion is, 
To ſhew what the Work of God would be 

tom that time forward in the ſeveral ages of 

the World; for he that ſhall apply any part of this Book to 


any timhg, or age, or perſon, or thing done in the. World, be- 
3 ore 
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2 5 
fore the writing or penning of the Vifion, I conceive takes's 
wrong way to work, Chap. 4. v. 1. After thi } looked , and bebe d a 
door was oprred in Heaven, and the firſt voice which I heard was as it 
were of a Trumpet talking with me, which ſaid, Come up hither, and 
I will ſpew the things which muſt be hereafter, Now the main things 
in diſcourſe is about the ſtate of Kome as then it was, or ſhould 
be; together with what ſhould happen to the Kingdom and 
Church of Chriſt in the perioding of that Mona:chy. 


Now all theſe things are placed undet three ſeaſons of the 
World : 

Firſt, What reſpecteth Rome as Pagan. 
Secondly, What reſpecteth Rome as Chriſtian. 
Thirdly, What reſpe&ech Rome as Antichriftian. 

Firſt, What reſpecteth Rome us Pagan, you muſt place under 
the ſeals, Chap.G,v,1,2,5,7,9,12. And I ſaw when the Lamb 
epened one of the ſeals, aud I he ird as it were the voice of Thunder, one 
of the four Beaſts, ſaring, Come and ſee, and I ſaw, and behold,' a 
white Horſe, and he that ſate on him bad a Ben, and a Crown was g- 
ven unto him, and he went forth conquering,and to conquer; aud when 
he had opened the ſcal, I heard the third beaſt ſay, Come and ſee, and 1 
beheld, and lo, atlack Horſe , and he that ſate on him had a pair of 
ballancesin his hand, &c, with chap, 8. v. i. Secondly, That 
which reſpecteth Kome as Chriſtian you muſt place under the 
ſeven Trumpets, chap.s, y.6,7,8,1c, 12, with chap. 9. v. 1. 14. 
And I ſaw the ſeven Angels which ſtood before Ged , ana to them were 
given ſeven Trumpets, the ſeven Angels which had the ſeven Trum- 

ts, prepared themſelves to ſound, Cc. Thirdly , What of this 
ook relates to Rome as Antichriſtian, you muſt place under the 
ſeven Vials, ch,16. v. 2,3, 4 $,10,12,17, And the firſt went and 
poured kit Viil upon the Earth, Cr. In all which you muſt ob- 
erve theſe three Rules} firſt, That the fix Trumpets come in 
the rear of the Seals; rhe firſt Trumpet coking its riſe. from 
the laſt Seal; & ſo the ſeven Vials come in the rear of the ſe - 
ven Trumpets, the firſt Vial taking place of che laſt Trumpet, 
or begins where the laſt Trumpet ended. A ſecond Rule is this, 
viz. That the ſeven Trumpetꝭ were the Founders; or bringer 
in of Rome g apoſtafic or declenſion gradually, by degrees, as 
8 1 you 
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* may ſee if you conſider 4205 in their ſeveral effects, ch. 
. V.7,8,941 0,13. ch. 9. v. 1 52,34,5,6,758,9, 10,11 51 213,141, 
16, 17,18, 19. Now in ch. 9. v. 1,2. there you have the fifth 
Trumpet with its effects, the Trumpet ſounds in the firſt, and 
the effect you have in the ſecond verſe, which effect fully ripe» 
ned the Apoſtaſie; and at the ſounding of this Trumpet Rome 
became wholly void of having any thing of God in her, and 
unto this ſtate ſhe was coming under all che ſormer Trumpets: 
So in the third verſe up comes the Abbots , Monks, Prieſts and 
Fryars, with ſwarms of che Jeſuits, together with their bloody 
perſecuting ſpirit. In the 11th verſe you may ſee the rife of 
the Pope. In the 145 verſe you may ſee God letting looſe the 
four Turkiſh Families upon them, as a Judgement for their 
pride and apoſtaſie, which have fwallowed up ſo many of 
their Churches in Greece. In the 20th verſe you may fee what 
lictle effect that Judgemenc cook upon thoſe proud Apo- 
ſtaces, 

Now the laſt Rule that I ſhall give you, is this, That the work 
of the ſeven Vials is to bring off that apoſtaſie from Rome a- 
gain, which was brought on by the (even Trumpets; ior you 
may obſerve, that on the ſame matter ( gradually ) from firſt 
to laft, that the effects of the ſeven Trumpets fell upon, bring- 
ing in Rome apoſtaſie upon the ſame ſabject matter (ſtep by 


ſtep) falls che Vials co bring it off again. 


Thus baving given an account of the order of this bleſſed 
* now come to ſpeak of the ſubject matter of the 
effects of, or under the ſeven Trumpets, and that is Romer a- 
poſtaſie, upon which ſhe is tearmed or called a Whore, which for 
our better information the Holy Ghoſt by John deſcribes her 
to the World by three characters: 

Firſt, From her place or ſcituation. 

Secondly, Her practiſe. 

Thirdly, From, or by her Name. 

Firſt, The place pointed at, you have in ch. 17. v,9,18, A 

here is the mind which bath wiſdons;the ſeven Heads are ſeven Moun- 


tains on Which the woman ſitteth, and the woman which thoy ſaweſt, is 
that great City which reipnet h ever * Kings of the Earth. The ſe - 
Sr. A 


ven 


( 4: 
ven Mountains can intend & other but Rowe - which, then. 
Rood on ſeven Hills: Befides, it's ſaid to be chat City on ſes 
ven Mountains, which reigns over the Kings of, the Earth, 
Now what Cicy can that be but Rowe. 

Secondly, She is fer out to you by her praiſe , to be a 
bloody perſecuting Whore,who violently forceth men to wor- 
ſhip her, or elſe ruines Life and Eſtate, Rev. 17,6, wich chap. 
x6. ver.6. &c. And I ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the 
Saints, and with the blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus and when 1 ſaw her, 
I wondered with great admiration, &c. 

Thirdly, She is (er our by her Name, ch.7,v,5, Myſtery Ba- 
bylon the Mother of harlots, and abomination of the Earth And this 
is written on her fore -· head; giving men to underſtand, that 
although Malefactor- like ſhe will endea vour to raze or pick out 
the Letters of her Name again, that ſo ſhe may not be miſtruſt- 
ed for ſuch an one as ſhe is; yet there will ſome one ſyllable in 
her fore · head ſtil abide, by which ſhe may be known, and that 
is abo minat ion, ſomething allowedly practiſed by her, which is 
lothſome even to Nature itſelf, as her Luxury, Pride, Tyran- 
ny, Blood-thirftir.efſ: and Covetouſneſſe, &:, For you muſt 
not think that ſhe wil own her ſelf to be a Whore, or her wor- 
hip to be ſinful; neither think you that her Agents will ſay, | 
That they are the Agents of fin, or ſuch a Whore; but chat 
they are all of God; and their Wark is to make it appear that 
the Whore is a true Spouſe, and her Worſhip is God's Wor- 
ſhip, and that themſelves are Apoſtolical,and that the contra- 
ry to them are Hereticks, aud muſt be out of favour unleſſe 
they wil comply: This you may ſee ſpoken. of this Myſterie 
Babylon before her rile, 2,Thefl,2.3,4.” beſeech you bret hren, Cc. 
rhas ye be not ſoon ſhakgn1n mind, or be troubled neither by ſpirit nor by 
word, nor by letter, as that the dey of Chriſt is at land. Let no man de- 
cei ve you by any means, fer that day ſhall not come except there come a 
falling away firſt, and that man of ſin be revealed, the ſon of perditiony 
who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, or that 
15 worſhipped , ſo that he & God ſtteth in the Temple of Cod, ſtewing 
himſelf that ke i God. Thus the holy Ghoſt having ſo plainly 
deſcribed this Myſtery Babylon, ſo clear, that even the weakeſt 
capacity may find her out, either by Place, ractice or Name: 

—— . E 
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fie comes in the Text to give + f HP Call co all the Lord's 
people to make haſt te get out from her, ſaying, Come ont-of her 
my people, that ye be not partakgrs of her ſins, and that ye receive not 
ff ber plagues, 

But before I come to divide the words, give me leave to an- 
ſwer aqueſtion, 

Queſt. But what is it of Babylon we are fo ſtrictiy required to 
tome out from? Is it Babylon as to its place or habitation, or it it Ba- 
bylon as to its Worſhip ? 

Anrſ, It were to be wiſhed we could come out of Babylon as 
to its habitation; for the people of God have found it a great 
loſs to them to live near idolaters, as the Iſraelites in living 
near the Midianiter , and Jacob in living near the Sichamite⸗ 
and Lot in living ſo near the Sodomites; and Jeboſaphat in living 
ſo near wicked Ahab. 

But the main thing intended by the Holy Ghoſt, is the Wor- 
ſhip of Pabylon,necaule in the verſe before che Text it is called 
the Wine of the wrath of her Fornication : It may be compared to 
Wine for the pleaſantneſs of it; it may be compared to For- 
nication, becauſe although it was once the Worlhip of God, 
yet now it is ſo poyſoned and adulterated by the Whoriſh in · 
ventions of men, that it is abhorr'd by God as a man would 
abhor the act of adultery in his own Wife; and it may be cal. 
led Wrath becauſe of the ſad effect: which w follow it; for 
God wil plague idolaters wich his wrath, Rev. 14. 10,11, The 
ſame hall drink of the Wineof the wrath of God which is poured out 
without mixture into the Cup of his indignation; and be (hall be torment- 
ed with fire and brimſtone iu the preſence of the holy Angels, and in the 
Preſence of the Lamb, andthe ſmoak of their torment aſcendeth wp 
for ever and ever, and they have no reſt day nor nig bt who worſhip the 
Braſt and his mage, and whoſoever receiveththe mark, of his Name. 

Secondly, It niuſt needs be meant the Worſhip of the Whore - 
which we are called to withdraw from, becauſe the Merchants 
of the Earth are ſaid to be waxen rich by the abundance of 
her delicates. Now who are thoſe Merchants it not the je- 
ſuics, Prieſts and Fiyars, who make it their ctade to ſail from 
ſea to ſea, and from one end of the earth to the other, to ſel} 
their pardons and indulgences, their croſſes, crucifixes, pray. 


Ig 
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ing orders for the dead, to get them out of Purgatory,&c, and 
by this means they bring in a wonderful Revenue to the Po- 
piſh party for the uſe of their Abbies, Monafteries, Colledges, 
c. So that by all which it appears it is the Worſhip of Rem: 
we muſt withdraw from, 

In the words of the Text you have theſe two things, 

Firſt, A Ducy. 

Secondly, A Motive, 

| The duty in theſe words, Come ont of her my people. The mo- 
tive on which the duty is grounded, is two-fold; Firkt, to ſtay 
| in Bby/+ js to be a partaker with her in her fins. Secondly,So 
1 to do is to be numbred up with her in her plagues. 
1 Dect. 1. Je it the duty of the Lords people ſpeedily to come ont of, 
and to withdraw from every known part of an unlawful Worſoip, 

Do@, 2 That for God's people to ſtay in, or touch with any known 
| | | part 2 un mful Worſhip, is a very dangeron thing if notice be gi- 
| ven them of it. 

J DoR, 1. It is the duty of the Lords people ſpeedily to come out of, 
1 aud to withdraw from every known pert of an unlawſul Morſbip. 
| For proof thereof the Text it ſelf is Cufficientz but likewiſe 
| ſee Iſa.52.11, Depart ye, depart ye, go je ont from thence;touch no un- 
| clean thing; go get ont of the muff of ker, be ye clean that bear the veſ* 
| ſel: of the Lord. So Jer. 5 1. 44,45. And ! will puniſh Bell in Babylonz 
& Iwill bring forth out of his mouth that which he bath (wallowed np» 
and the Nations ſpall not flow together any more u to him: yea, the wall 
of Babylon l fall, My people, go ye out of the midſt of her, and de- 
liver I: every man his ſoul from the fierce anger of the Lord. In both 
of thoſe places God gives a Call co his people to come out 
i Babylon; this is meant of old literal Baby/en into which the 
| Jews were carryed captive. Now in commanding them to 
come out of it, God either meant the place, or the Worſtip 
of the place. Not the place; for when the falſe Prophets 8 lit- 
tle after their coming into it, had buzzed them in the earsof 
2 ſudden Redemption, upon which they began to think how 
| they might flie away; the Lord ſends by Jeremiah and Exzelzel 
} to tell them, he intended no ſuch thing as their removal from 
dhe place, and therefore they ſhould have a ſpecial care not to 
ſtir unleſs tuey ſaw God going before them. Therefore ) was 8 


. 


(7 

Rabin Worſhip God calls upon 4 to eome out from; it 
was not from the yoke of ſufferings, but the yoke of Oeremo- 
nies they we re to withdraw from, 1 Cor, 10. 20, 21. But I ſay, 
That the things which the Gentiles ſacriſice, they ſacrifice to Deuilt, and 
vot to God; ye cannot drin the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of De- 
vili, ye cannot be partalers of the Lords I able, and the Table of De- 
viltz with 2 Cor. 6. 16,178 And what concord hath Chriſt with - 
Belial, Sc. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye ſeparated, 
faith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and 1 will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and you (hall be my ſons and daughters, 
ſaith the Lord God Almighty, 

Oueſt, But how ſhall we know the Worſhip of this Whore, or 
Myſtery Babylon the Mother of Harlots ? 

Anſ. By theſe four notes of obſervation : 

_ Firſt, That which hath for its bottom or foundation only 

he inventions of humane traditions and infticutions of men, 
Sar Worſhip is not of God, but of Myſterie Babylon; for as 
there are two Worlhips on foot in the World, and the Authors 
of them God and the Devil, ſo have they their ſeveral Books, 
whichare proper to their ſeveral Worthips » by which they 
prove their Worſhips all along in che World, 

Firſt, God hath his Book, which is the Word of Scripture, 
Ifa.8,20, To the Law, andiothe Teftimony, if they ſpeak, not accor- 
ding to this Word, it is becauſe there is us light in them, John 5, 39, 
Search the Scriptures, & c. So At» 28, 23, And when they had ap- 
pointed them a day, there came maxy to him into his Lodi ing, to vhm 
he expounded and teſtified the Kingdom of God, perſmading them con- 
' earning Feſus both out of the Law of Moſes, and ont of 4 Prophets, 

ons morning till evening, 2 Theſſ 2. 15. Therefore brethren , ſtand 
faſt, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught , whether by 
word, or our Epiſile, Therefore is che Scripture called the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word, For we will give our ſelves continually to pray » 
er, ard 10 the Word. And the faithful Word, and Word of Con- 
viction to gainefayers, Tit. 1. 9. Ho!ding faſt the faithfal Word, ce. 
Likewiſe a Judgement is threarned of God on thoſe that ſhall 
flight it as a Rule of Faith and Doctrine, Pov. 13.13. Whoſe de- 
fprſed the Word, ſhall be deſtroped; but he that frarethᷣ the Command · 
ment ſhall be rewarded. A judgement likewiſe on thoſe that ſhal 
| teach 


b 1, 

teach by any other Rule, IIa. 29.13, 14. herefore the Lord ſaid, 
Foraſmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honor ane, but have removed their heart far from me, and their 
fear towards me is taught by the precepts of men;therefore behold, I will 
proceed to do a marvellous work among this people,&e, So Rev. 22, 19. 
And if any man ſhall takg away from the words of this Book of this pro- 
pheſie, God ſhall take away his part out of the Book, of Life, and out of 
the holy City, and from the things which are written in this Book, 

Now as God hath his Book to prove his Worſhip by, ſo the 
Devil hath his Book to prove his Worſhip by; and theſe are 
contrary the one to the other; the Devil's Book is the Decrees 
of Humane Councils, Cuſtome, Infticutions and Traditions of 
men: Now wherethis is pleaded only as a ground of Worſhip, 
- rejected, for it's the Devils Scripture, 

Now : inall ſhew you how theſe two Books have been plead. 
ed one againſt the other, as a ground for Worſhip , Matt h. 15. 
1,2. Wit the gib ver. Then came the Scribes and Phariſees which 
were of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Why do thy Diſciples tranſgreſs the traditi- 
on of the Elders , for they waſh not their hands when they eat bread ? 
The Devil had brought into the Jewiſh Church a petty pra- 

\Riſe, and hed impoſed it upon the Jews for a Religious Rite 8& 
Service, which was, Not to eat meat with unwaſhen hands, that 
v hich they had to urge for it as aground to the practiſe, was 
th: crcadition of the Elders, but did our Saviour approve of 
this Scripture ? ſee the 9th ver. But in F pay do they worſhip meg 
reaching for Doftrine the Commandments of Men. Again in Feremi= 
's days the people were brought by the Devil to ſubmit to 
his Worſhip,to burn incenſe, and to offer Cakes tothe Queen 
ofHeaven, Jer,14. 3,445. Becauſe of their wickedneſs which they have 
committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went td buynincenſe - 

te ſerve other Gods whom they knew not, & c. But ſee their Scriptu- 
ral ground for it, Verſe 16,17. As for rhe Word which thou haſt 
ſpokgn unto u in the Name of the Lord, wo will nit" Vegrhen ur- 
16 thee, but we will certainly do whatſoever .thi * ot of 
our own month, to bern incenſe mito the Queen of Haben, and 
to po. out. Drink-efferings unto her, (as we bane wine, "we and © 
eur ' Fathers ; our Kings nd our Princes , is the "Cities of Fuad, 
ad is thy freeis of Ferwſalem ) fer then bad we Pawn of. Anat, | 


9 
and were well, and ſaw no evil, Sore , not the Word of God, 
but the Scriptures of Hell, which are always urged asa Lotrom 
ſor Idolatry. It was a cuſtom, even the cuſtom of their Fathers 
and their Prircesto do fo always in their Cities of Judah; fo 
that here is both cuſtom and antiquity ſhewed for their pra- 
Aice 3 but did God approve of this kind of Scripture ? ch. 10,2. 
T hus ſaith the Lord, Learn not the way of the Heathen, and be not 4 
mayed at the ſigns of Heaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed at them; 
for the cuſtoms of the people are vain, Cc. Again, is there any thing 
more cleat then this, That where the craditions and vain in- 
flitutions of the Devil prevails as aground to Worſhip, thit 
there that prevailing party always are working and projet- 
Ring how they may obſcure and darken the Scriptures, And is 
not their daily diſcourſe, That it was never well fince tie Book 
of Scriptures have been left for every one to read it? And is 
it not commonly ſpoken among ſuch, That it will never be wel 
until we have either p'acke their Bibles out of the hands of 
the people, or turned them into Luia, that ſo they may be 
kept from the ſight of that Light which will diſcover their 
darkneſs, I leave this co your conſciences, Now if this be 
ſo,and you are convinced ofit, then I ſay , ic is of Mysterie Bas 
bylon, and by the Word of God you are to withdraw from ir; 
and to be ſo far from joining with it, that you are to avoid che 
appearance of it as a deadly evil, 

Second Note of the Worſhip of Myſtri- Babylon, That 
thet worſhip hat ever it be, or here ever it be, that is groun- 
ded on ſuch Cuſtoms and Traditions as makes void the known 
commandements of God, that is not of God, but of Myſteri: 
Babylon. 

Upon this account it was that our Saviour rejected that 
which the Scribes and Ph ariſees brought in for a piece of Reli- 
gious obſervation, Macrh, 15.1 2. Why do thy Diſciples tranſgreſs 
the traditiox of the Elder«,for they waſh not when they eat Bread Nom 
the queſtion will be, Upon what ſcore our Saviour defends his 
Diſciples eating of meat with unwathen hands ? Not that 
it was an evil in it ſelf to eat with nnwaſhed bands, neither was 
it che bare practice that our Saviour either lighted or oppoſed, 

but it was, that they bad =_ it a piece of Religion, and 


impoſed 


— 
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impoſed ir by the force of thoſe traditions of the Fathers, whieh 

had ſhut out the known commandments of God: They were 

ztalous for old obeſervations, Charch-Councils & Cuſtoms of 
the Fathers, ſo theſe were obſerved, all was wel, it mattered rot 

what became of the commandments of God, men may live as 

they liſt with reſpe& to Gods commands, They could teach, that 

crying, reigning ſins were but petty things. as diſhonoring of Pa- 

rents, as well thoſe in heaven, as thoſe on earth, this was no great 
matter. Beſides, do you not think that one of thole Command- 
ments which our Saviour: chargeth home the breach of ſo up- 
on thoſe reverent Fathers in God, viz. the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, might not be ſomething anſwerable to the writing of a 

Book called, The book of Liber. J. or Bock of ſports, granting to 
all ſorts of peop'e a tolleration upon the S-bb1th day to do 
any thing upon that day except what God required ſhould be 
done upon it; namely, That they might be any where, at any 
ſporr,« xercile or meeting, except ic were at a Meeting on the 
Lord's day for preachicg the Word and Prayer, See Mat. 15, 
445 6. For God comm unded ſaying, Honor thy Father ard thy Met ber, 
and be that curſeth Father or Mother, let him dye the death. But ye 
Y. M beſoever ſhall ſay ts his Father or Mother, it 15 a gift, by hat- 
ſoever thou mighteſt be pre ſited by me, and honor not his Father or bis 
Mother, he ſhall be fres. Thus have you made the Commandements of 
God of none effect by your tradit ion. In like manner the Popiſh 
Church ſtands more upon obſervation of her Cerenunies, then 
of the Commands of Chriſt ; her Miniſters may forbear to preach, 
and yer be excuſed ; but if they forbear conformity toany of 
her ceremonies, then their weuths muſt be ſtopr, and their Families 


-ruined ; ſo for the people, they ſhall be rendered more obnoxi- 


ons by omitting a Croſs or ſome ſmall ceremony then for whor- 
ing, drinking, ſmearing, Cc. | 

Now if ſo, then this is that which is of Myſterie Babylon, and 
chat which Chr iſtiaus are commanded to withdraw from, and 
to come out of, Wherever we may be caſt in the World, we 
are to conſider ont duty is, to ſeparate our ſelvei from falſe Worſhip 
65 an evil thing, apan pair of Gods diſpleaſure. a l 

Third Note; That which is cryed up by the ignorant und 


prophane ones ofthe times, is not of God, but of More e 
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bylon, or the Antichriſt ; Frſt, becauſe the Scripture condemns 
that which ſach cry up as vain, Jer, 10. 3+ for the cuſtows of the 
people are vain, &e, Secondly, God's people are in tbe Word 
ſtrictly cautioned how they follow ſach, taking it for granted, 
that their ordinary way is an evil ſinful way, Exod, 23. 2. Thou 
foalt nat follow a multitude to do evil, &c, It is ſaid into what way 
they are acc»/tomed unto, Jer 13. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his 
shin, or the Leepard his ſpots? then may ye alſo do good that are — 
ſtomed] to do evil. 

Secondly They cannot cry up any thing for Gods glory, 
becauſe they want ſpiritual ſight to diſcernir withal, 1 Cor,2.4. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are fooliſbueſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. Now how can men cry up, or make 
choice of that which they never ſaw ? 

Thirdly ,If they could ſee into the ways of Chrift, or could 
diſcerne any thing of the ſpiricual Worſhip, yet they neither 
would or could make choice of it, or cry it up, as that where- 
unto they would ſubmit or ſubje& themſetves;ſo Rom,8 7.Be- 
cauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubject anto the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be. 

Fourthly, The Word of God tells us, That the generality of 
che ignorant ſhall contend for, and cry ap the Worſhip of the 
Whore, or Myſterie Babylon, Rev. 17 .15+ The waters which thou 
ſaweſt where the Whore ſitteth, are Peoples, and Mnltitudes, and Na- 
tion aud Tongues, which denotes their free choice , and volun- 
tary accepting of her government, like unto a Nations chu- 
ſing of Parliament - men, the perſon whom the people choo- 
ſeth to make cheir Laws for them, and unto whom they wil- 
lingly ſubject, they uſe to carry up and down upon their 
necke, 

Fourth Note, That Worſhip which propagates it ſelf by out- 
ward force and violence, is not of God, but of Myſterie Babylon; 
therefore that which God's people are ſtrictly required to with- 
draw from and to come ou: of, 

Firſt, Becauſe that way of promoting a Religion or Worſhip 
is attributed to the Whore as her way only, Rev, 13. 15.16.17. 
And he had power to give life unte the Image of the Beaſt, that the J. 
3 C 2 


mage 
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mage of theBraſt ſhould both ſptak,, and cauſe that as many u would 
not worſhip the [mage of the Beaſt, ſhould be killed, And he canſed all 
both [1 — and great rich and — and bond, to receive A mark, 
in their right hand, or in t heir fore heads. and no man might buy or ſell 
ſave be that hai the mark or the name of the Braft, or the number of 
11's ht name, ch. 17, 6. Aud I ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of 

1. the Saints, and with the blood of the Martyrs of ̃eſus; and when I ſaw 
14 her, I wondred with great admination. So chap. 1 8.24 and in her was 
found the blood of Prophets and of Saints, and of all that were ſlain ur 
en the earth. ; 

Secondly , Becauſe it's s way God hath diſowned in the 
building of his houſe in the Oid-Teſtament- time; and ſurely 
he hath no more reſpe& for it under the Nex - Teſtament then 
he had under the Old; Zach, 4. 6, Then he anſwered and ſpake 
unto me, ſaying, This ic the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, not by 
Might, nor by Power, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of Holt. 

hirdly, When chis Prelatical perſecuting ſpirit began 
to bud and ſpring forth among the Diſciples of our Lord je- 
. ſus, he gives a very great check to it, and puts a rebuke upon 
it as ſoon asir ſhews it felf, Luke 9 51, 52,53, 54,55, And it 
came to paſt that when the time was come that he ſhould be received up, 
be ſtedfaſtiy ſet his face to go to Jeruſalem, & ſent Meſſengers befere his 
fac e; and they wert & entered into aVillage of the Samaritans to mal 
ready for him, and they did not rective him, becauſe his face mas 4s 
though be would goto Jeruſalem, And when his diſciples James and 
- Jabn ſaw this, they ſa d, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come 
dom from Heaven and conſume them, as Elias did? but he turned and 
rebul ed t hem, and ſaid, Te know not what manner of ſpirit ye ars of, 
2 Son of man is net come to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave 
ihm. . 

Fourthly, Our Saviour and his Apeſtles betook themſelves 

t another way. in che promoting of their Goſpell-worſhi 

208 way more agreable to hi glory; and that was, to make þ 
-way in upon the hearts and minds of men, not by driving , bur 
by drawing of them, and this Mews Chriſt and his Minittry to 
be ſu per natural, ind above the reach of Carnal men, Pſal. 1 T0. 3 


Tby people ſtal be 4 wi lin le in the day of thy Now what 
veed t tad C brifts — — force 8 . made wilingbetort 
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No that way that darkens tue glory of Chriſt or God, is none 
ol bis way; but for Chrifts Miniſters to force or violently to com- 
pel by che outward Sword of the Magiſtrate, perſons to ſubmit 
to ( briſt: Worſhip, is that which derogares from his glory as a 
God, it renders him inſufficient, and not like that which he 
hath ſaid of himſelf, Match. 28,18 Ard ]e-/us came and ſpake unto 
them, (ayings All Power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, &c. 
Again, it cannot be the way of God or of Chrilt, to force any 
to his Worſhip by any outward violence, becauſe if any do 
come to his Worſhip, yet if they come againſt their Wills, that 
which they do is abominable in the fight of God, becauſe the 
will is the main thing God and his Son ſeſus Chriſt looks ior, 
Exod. 25. 2: Speak unto the Children of Iſrael that they bring me an 
offering, of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart, je ſhall 
take n off ering, So Exod.; 5.5. T ake ye from amongſt you an off ex - 
ing unto the Lord, whoſoever 1s of a willing heart, let him bring it, an 
' offering of the Lord c,therefore the way which Chriſt & his Apo- 
liles did uſe , was a ſtill, quie: way, making no ſuch ratiing 
- noiſe in the World in a way of affrighting and terrify:ng men & 
' women with outward cruelty, as the Whore, or Myſterie Baby- 
} lon doth, Ja. 42, 1, 2. Bebold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine elect 
i whom my ſoul delighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall 
bring forth judgement to the Gentiles; he ſhall not cry nor lift up, nor 
+ cauſe his goice to be heard in the ſtreet 1. King, 19, 11, 12. And he 
aid. go forth and ſtand upon the Mount before the Lord, and be hold, the 
Lord paſſed by, and a great & ſtrong wind rent the Mountain; & brake 
in pieces the Rock before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; & 
after the wind an Earthquakeybut the Lord was nat in the Earthquake; 
and after the — afire,but the Loyd was not in the fire ; and 
after the fire a ſmall ſtill voice, &c. So Iſa. 30. 21, Andthine ear ſhall 
| hear a word behind thee, [aying This is the way, walk ye in in it,when ye 
turn to the right hand and when ye turn to the left, So the Miniſters 
of Chriſt they come not in a Lording,commanding way, 1 Per, 
; $ 3 Neither at being Lords over God's Heritage, but being examples 
1 tothe Flock,, but in a ſweet, humble, loving, beſeeching, entrear- 
jag way, 2 Cor, 5. 20. Now then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
2 though God did beſtech you by us; we pray you in Chrifts ſtead be ye re- 
| gonciled to God, Doc. 
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Doct. 2 That for Gods people to ſtay in, or touch with any thing of 
a known unlawful Worſhip, it a very dangerous thing, 

Rea, 1. Becauſe it corrupts them, Deut. 9 12, Ard ihe Lord 
ſaid unto we, Ariſe, get thee dawn quickly from hence, for thy people 
which t hon haſt brought forth ont of Egypt, have corrwited themſelves, 
they are quickly turned aſide out of the way which I commanded them. 
They have made him a Molten image, Hoſ, g. o. I hey have deeply cor- 
rupted themſelves as in the days of Gibeah, therefore he will remem- 
ber their iniquity, and viſit their ſins, What ever men have been or 
done for Cod, yet this renders them at laſt abominable to God, 
and makes all their former ſervice forgotten, Ezek, 18. 24. 
But when the righteous turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and com- 
mitteth iniquity, and doth according to all the abominations that the 
wicked man doth, ſhall he live? All bis righteouſneſs that he hath 
done, (hall not be mentioned, in his treſpaſs that he had treſpaſſed , and 
in the fin that he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he dye. 

Reaſ, 2, It's dangerous, becauie it breaks Communion be- 
ween God and his people, as between a man and his Wite, 
1 Cor. 0. 21· with 2 Cor, 6.14, 15, 16, For what fellowſhip bath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteonſneſs, &c. Cannot men beat this in 
their W ives, viz, that they ſhould freely give up themſelves to 
the uſe of others, though it ſhould be but one day in ſeven,and 
will this make a man a tiranger to his own wife? And ſhall we 
think that God can bear it in his people? No; no, - 

Reaſ. 3, It's a dangerous thing, becauſe the more we touch 
with Idolatry, the more will our hearts be prepared for it; nay 
God in Judgement to « people gives up men with the more ea» 
gerneſs to idolatry; ſo that the more we meddle with it, the 
more we ſhall, Heſ. 4, 13.14 They ſacrifice on the tops of Mountain, 
and burn incenſe — the Hilis under Oalis, aud Popleri,and Elms, be- 
cauſe the ſhadow thercof is good; therefore your Daughters ſhall com- 
mit wheredom, and your Spouſes ſhall commit adultery» & c. Becauſe 


Ephraim hath m ade many Altars to ſin, Altars ſhall be unto him to fin, 


Hoſ.8.11.Rom, 1. 28. And even as they did wot likg toretain God ia 


their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do theſe 


things which are not convenient. X 


Keaſ. 4. It's dangerous, bec auſeit renders men uſeleſs far of 
God, when God comes forth with any eminent Work in te 


World i - 
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World to employ men in, — men are in an Ecclefiaſticall 
or Civil capacity; God wil work by ſtones before he wil make 
uſe of ſuch men as have, ot ſhall turn aſide in the Apoſlaſie of 
ö the ages they live in, without ſome repentance, 
% Firſt, It renders Miniſters uſeleſſe, what ever they have been, 
„% or have done fer God, Ezek. 44.10. 11, 12,13 14 15,16, And :he 
Levites that are (cnt away far (rom me , when Iſrael went aſtray, 
which went away from me after their idols , tle ſpall even bear 
their iniquity, yet they ſhall le Miniſters in my Santtua y , having 
charge at the gates of the Heuſe, cud Miniſtring to the Houſe , they 
Hall ſlay the Bur.t-Offerings and the Sacrifice for the pe: plezand they 
ſoalt tand before them to miniſter unts them bec.:nſe they miniſtred un- 
to them before their idols, and can ſed the Houſe of Iſrael to fall into 
iniquity; therefore have I lift p my hand againſt them, ſaith the 
Lord God, & they ſhall bear their i*1quity, & they ſhall not come near 
unte me, to do the Offi ce of a Prieſt unts me, nor to come near to any of 
my holy things in the mo t hily place, but they (hall bear their ſhane 
aud their abomi rat in which they have commit ted: aud 1 wil make th ms 
keepers of the charge of the houſe, for all the ſervice thereof , and for 
all that ſhall te dine therein; and the Prieſts, the Levites, the ſans of 
Zadocł that kepe the charge of my Sanctuary, when the Children I- 
' rael went aſtrar from m; they ſha!l come near to me, to miniſter un to 
me, aud they ſhall ſtand before me, to offer unto me the fat, and the 
load, ſaith the Lord God; they ſpall enter into my Sanituary, and they 
ſoall come neal to my Table to miniſter u:to me, and they ſhall k:ep my 
charge, 

4 No, nor with other men wil God work his beſt Works in 
the World, that ſhall turn aſide to the Apoſtaſie, without repen- 
tance, Jer. 51. 20, 21, 22,23, 24. Thou art my Batte!- Ax and 
Weapons of War; for with thee will I break in | ieces the Nations: and 
with thee will I d:ſtroy Kingdoms,” c. Here you may ſee what great 
Work God hath to do for his faithful ones in the World, both 
Miniſters and others : But who are they of his people which 

_ God will emplay in this Work, any that bave complied or 
ſtruck in with Myſterie Babylon? See ver, the 26 of the ſame ch. 
?: And they ſhall nit take of thee a ſione for a corner,nor a fone for Foun- 
4+ dations; bat thou ſbolt be deſolate for ever. 


F 3 Reaſ.5. 
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Reaſ. 5. It is dangerous, becauſeir gives God an occaſion to 
rejet and caſt away a people, Hoſ. 9.17, My God will caſt them a- 
way, becauſe they did not hearken unto him, and they ſhall be wanderers 
among the Nations, At a man would in the like caſe write a Bill 
of Divorce againgſt his Wife, and turn her away. 

Keaſ. 6, It's dangerous, becauſe what ever they promiſe 
themſelves by their conforming, yet they ſhal know it fits them 
to be bread for the jaws, and them and theirsto be flecth for the 
claws of their enemies, Hol. 8. 3. Iſrael hath caſt off the thing that 
is good, the Enemy ſhall purſue him. 

Reaſ, 7. Ardlaſtly , It's dangerous ſo to do, becauſe(with- 
out a great deal, of repentance ) it is a practice which God will 
reward witheverlaſting deſtruction, Rev. 14 10,11. The ſame 
(hall drink of the Wine of the wrath of God which is poured out without 
mixture, &c, which wrath is for ever and ever, 

Obj, But may we not ſubm't unto that in the Worſhip of God that 
is not forbid, although not commanded? 

Anſ. No; at your perill be it; for that which eught to be a 
Chriſtians Rule in the Worſhip and Service of God, it is not 
Negatives, but Poſitives: It's not enough to ſay , This or that 
Geremony uſed in the Church is not forbidden, but is it by a- 
ny Word of God required ? 1ſa,8 20. To the Law, and to the Te 
fttwwony,&c, For the queſtion at the laſt day will not be, Whether 
this or that ceremony uſedin the Church was not forbidden ? 
bur, Where it was required? Iſa. 1. 12. Te come to appear hefore me, 
who hath required this at your hands, to tread in my Courts? 

But to illuſtrate this by ſome particulars, 

Firſt, This practice of admitting of things into the Worſhip of 
Chriſt meerly upon their not being forbidden, is againſt clear 
precept. 

Secordly, The evil of this was pleaded by providence, 

Thirdly, It's againſt all reaſon. 

Firſt, It's againſt clear precept, Deut. 12. ver. laſt; What thing 
ſoever I command you, obſerve to do it; thou ſhalt not add thereto , nor 
dienenſh from it. J | — 

Secondly , Tbe evil of this was pleaded by providence, Led. 
£0,1,2, And Nadab and © Abihuthe ſons of Aaron, took eatho® th 
bis Cenſer, and put fire therein, and put incenſe thereon , and f . 
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ſtrange fire before the Lord, which 2 commanded. them not; a»d 
there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they dyed 
before the Lord. Pray where was the uſe of that kind of fire wbich 


Il Nahab and Abihu offered at that time, forbidden > But was ir 

therefore lawful to be offered in God's. Worſhip. We muſt know, 
ſe that God's not commanding the thing, or no example lead- 
m ing us to the uſe of the thing, is a ſufficient probibicion to the 
ie uſe of that thing ? Where is that practice of the men of Berhſhe- 
at meſh looking into the Ark, expreſly forbidden, 1 Sam. 6,19.20. 


Ard he ſmate the men of Brthſhemeſh, becauſe they had looked into the 
= Ark of the Lord, even he ſmote of the people fifty thouſand threeſcore 
il and ten men; andthe people lamented becauſe the Lord had ſmote ma- 
ne ny of the people with a great ſlaughter ; and the men of Brthſhemeſh 
ut ſaid; Who is able to ſtand before this holy Lord God? and to whom (hall 

he go up from ms So where was Xzz4h*; practice of putting forth 
at his hand by way of ſuccor to the Ark? (in 2 Sam 6.5.) forbid- 

den ? but was this allowed of as carrantable ? ſee Rev. 7. Aud 
A the oe of the Lord was kindled againſt l ah, and God ſmote him 


It there for his error, and there he dyed by the Ark of God. 

IC T hicdly, L ts againſt all reaſon ; for if this argument ſhou'd 
L- take place which ſaith we may admit of any thing in che wor- 
ſhip of God upon this account, what then might not be broughe 
er in ? And bow much of Popery will take place, and will come 
2 into the Worſhp of God do what you caa, if this be ad- 
75 mitted ? For beſides their many Monkiſh Orders and Mona- 


ſeries; ler me know where that croſſing of themſelves ſo 

many times is forbidden ? Beſides, whereis the ſaying prayers 

df with dropping of Beads at the end of their praycrs, forbid ? 
IC And as for the uſe of images as helps to devotion, and the bow- 
ing to the Altar as a place more holy then other places, by rea- 
fon of God more eſpecis] preſence, anda thouſand things . 
more of ſuch import, when enjoyned upon weak Chriſtians, 
(they believing and receiving the forementioned aſlertion, 

| That all things impoſed by Ruler: Civil or Eceleſiabical,cbat are 
not forbidden by God, are layfal, and to be obeyed )chele weak 
Cbriſtiam not being able readily to bring an expreſs Scrigture 
to ſe the commands of men in this or that particular, 
. ry through” cheir * in the ſecond eomm ind- 
1 * ment 
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that were once un 
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ment, which treats ofinfiltare) worſhip, and plainly deelares, 
That what ever is made ne inthe Worſhip of God, that 
is not of Divine Warrant, is ſuch an image as ought not to de 
made, and if made, not to be bowed anto, I ſay, ſoch week 
Chriſtiavs wil ſoon ſtoop and bow unto the yoke of ſach ido- 
latrous and Antichriſtian impoſitors ; and ſo by grantirg this 
Aſſertion, you do but deliver up the ſouls of weak Chriſtians 
into the hands of Soul- Murtherers; whereas by pleading for 
the contrary truth, yon put this Weapon into the hands of 
weak Chriftians, v'z. Where is the Scripture for this or that in 
he Worſhip of God ? you command it, but u here doth God 
command it? And by this Weapon they ſhall be able to with- 
fland ( in the ſtrength of their God) the impoſitions of the 
Whore, and of all ſuch as are of a Whoriſh , Antichriſtian and 
Beafily ſpirit: And thus you fee the unreaſonableneſſe and un- 
charitableneſſe of the aſſertion. 

Kſe 1. Is it ſo, that it is the duty of the Lords people to with- 
draw from, and come out of every part of a falle Worſhip di- 
ſcovered to them, and that its ſuch a dangerous thing to ſtay 
in it after notice given of it: Then let this ſerve, 

Firſt for information, To ſhew why ſo many profeſſors miſ- 
carry in perſecuting ſeaſons; ſome die in their graces , others 


in their gifts, others dye to both. 
e ehe reaſon that lome dye wholly in their profeſſion, 
and have withered oÞ like dry ſticks, and are come to nothing, 
c 


r a good ſpirit}, and ſeemed to have a 
warmth in their bearts for the Lord? Surely it is becauſe 


they cannot obey Gods call in his Word, in bis Miniſters, in 
his people, in his providence , &«, all which call and cry to 
them to come away from tbeit falſe Reſts and empty Wells, 
which have no water in them; and that they would come up to 
Sion their Fathers dyelling place, and that they would not diſ- 
honor the Sanctusty of the Lord by telling the World provi- 
ſion 1 the Mountains of the Lord, and tbere- 
fore they muſt ſerk to Et for Corn. O Brethten / thu is a 
I report brontzht upon your Father, and the good Land te 


evil t br 
which you were marching; therefore wonder not if God ſmite 
you with blaſ if God 


vg and withering ;-nay , if God pive you up td fo 
| firong 
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Rrong deluſions to believe lyes, and ſo ſuch come at laſt to be 
worſe than nothing, The binderance to this Work is fearfal- 
neſſe and ſelf-love; ſeparating-work is attended with coo mach 
difficulty co be ſubmitted unto in perſecuting ſeaſons 3 there 
fore men obey man rather than God: And this makes God 
turn in with (ach Jadgements upon them, and doth ſurround 
their borders with deſtruction, Jer. 17.5. 6. Thw ſaith the Lord; 
Curſed be the man t hat truſteth in man, and mal eth fleſb his arm; and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord; for be hall be liks the heath in 
the deſert, and ſhall not ſee when good cometh, but ſhall inhabit the pur- 
ched places in the Wilderveſs,and in a Salt Land, and not 1 

Secondly, Let it inform you where ſome men are, and what 
they ſhould and ought to do, 

Firſt, Where ſome men are, I add this, becaule ſome ages of 
the World do afford a generation of men that cannot, or will 
not bel eve hat their eyes ſee before them; which is not only 
theirs, but others unha ppineſſe for their ſakes, who do depend 
upon their Light for direction: I ark the queſtion brethren, 
Are there not ſome good men and women living at this day 
in ſome part of the world, that my Text calls aloud unto, to 
make haſt out of Myſterie Babylon? Are there not ſome who 
live where theſe notes given of Miſterie Babylon, rangeth up 
and down about their ears, aa d are like ſo many Frogs creeping 
up and down before their eyes in every Pariſh. 

Firſt, Is there not on foot that called Worſhip, which bath 
for ic's Foundation only ebe Cuſtoms, Traditions, and Jnventi- 
ons of men, that can ſhew nothing for it ſelf but the tradition: 
of tbe Elders. 

Secondly, Js there not this likewiſe in the World {known ta 
the godly ) which men call Worſhip, which bach ſhut out the 
Commandmeacs of God, witneſſe the ſecond commandment 
which is ſhut out by bowing to the holy Altar: Witneſſe alſo 
the Sabbath of our Lord's day , what toleration is there given 
to youth and others to live looſe on that day, to drink in an 
Ale-houſe till they wallow in their vomit“ &c, Any thing 
almoſt may be done on that day, except it be meeting together 
for the exerciſe of pure Goſpel-Worſhip : Js not this the cry 
of the Promoters of that —_ „Toa muſt have a ſpecial 
92 2 care 
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care you break hot the traditions of the Elders; ſo the dire- 
Rions of the Fathers be well obſerved, it's no matter, what be 
comes of the commandments of God, or the writirgs of the 
Apoſtles. I ſay, Have not your eyes ſeen this , or your cars 
heard this ſome wherein the World, | "M7 

Thirdly, /s there not that which is preſt and impoſed upon 
the Conſciences of men for Worſhip, which was cried up moſt- 
ly by the rude and ignorant of the times, which had neither 
a good mans pen or tongue one of a thouſand, to ſpeak or 
plead for it; but only, or moſtly ſuch who neither can fee any 
ſpirituall Worſhip of Chriſt, or if they could, yer they cannot 
ſubject to it, Rom. & 7, Becauſe the carnall mind is enmity againſt God 
for it is not ſub ect to the Law of God, neithey indeed can be. 

And obſerve, the rude rabble cry not up this Worſhip for 
nought, they have ſome hopes ( undoubtedly ) to be indulged 
in their wickedneſſe, while others are perſecuted for their pie- 
ty; and without doubt they judge that they have ſuffi cient 
ground for their hope, and the truth is , / am not able to con- 
tradict them,. 

Fourthly, Have not your eyes ſeen, or your ears heard 
that cryed up and impoſed for Worſhip in the World, which 
cannot ſu pport it ſelf but by uſing outward violence, and cru» 
elty on mens perſons, liberties, eſtates and lives? A practice 
ſo contrary to Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and ſo repugnant to bis glo- 
ry and honor 'as God; then / ſay , This is thit which by the 
Word of God you are commanded to come out of, and in 
Chriſt's Name, and for his lake to witneſs againſt, as you will 
anſwer the contrary at the great day of account when the fe- 
crets of all mens hearts ſhall be judged by the Goſpel, ' Where 
ever you may be caſt in che World, and ſhall fee or meet with 
thi kintof Worſhip , this is the thing your ſoult muſt do, 

namely, io keep'from it, and witneſſe againſt it 264 1 vie and 
evil thing, or e/ſe you will walk, naked, and men ſpall ſee your ſhame; 
'which will be the portion of compliers. | 

© 'Obj. But whit ſhail ne do then, ſuppoſing we should be caFt inte ſuch 
A fart of the nr "gh we'rhouldeſcape the wry B's things which 
wit) Heldin in the Mo: ſſh p of God gmay we not join 
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an 1dolatrous and ſuperſtitions Worſhip ? 

A=. No, no, 

Obj But we mean thoſe that have been looked on formerly as good 
men,a d able Miniſters of the New-Teſtament. 

Anſ, What do you mean by good men fif you mean by 
good men, perſons retaining à form of godlinels, as Pau. 
ſpeaks to Timothy,z Tim. 3,5. but denying the power thereof, &c. 
then as good as cbey are, they are to be withdrawn from, But 
if you mean in Scrip:aral fence good men; I ſay, that thoſe 
who are by many looked upon to be the beitof the complying 
Miniſters, are in Scripture- iudgment the worſt ; for the Sc ri- 
pture ſtileth chat man good or faithful, which is all one, har 
ſ weareth and change: h not, although it be to his hurt, Plal.15,4.N ow 
if he be to be judged a faichful, or a good man which ſwcar- 
eth and will not alter or change, although it be to his one 
hurt; Hos dare you call that man good which makes no ſcru- 
ple to do that which is directly contrary co what he hath ſo- 
lemnly vowed and covenanted, and not only ſo, but to re- 
nounce the oath he hath taken, and the vow he bath made to 
his God, noewiohſtanding he remains convinced, that the main 
defign of chat vow and covenant was the glory of God, and 
the advancement of the Kingdom of Chriſt, by endeavouring 

after purity in Worſhip, and holineſs in life. 

Odi. But ſuch it may be do it not willingly, they would not if they 
could help it, 64:43 

Anſ. Indeed the more of the will chere is in any fin, the 
more linfulneſs there is in that fin ; and'on the contrary, 
for a ſoul to be able to ſay, /t*s not I, but in that dwells in me; may 

de a very great relief to a ſoule that lieth under the ſence of the 
burden of ſin; but it's humbly conceived, that Miniſters con · 
for ming to the inventions of men in matters of Worſhip, un- 
© willingly, can be no relief at all to them, but that it doch ra- 

ther heisbten and aggravate their fin, and that for ſuch rea» 
.» ſons as theſe. . 2 
2. Fbe greater the Light is, and the ſtronger the convict i- 
om are againſt which men fin, the greater is their lin: No % 
the plain Engliſh of mens conforming againſt their wills, is, 
Tet t they conform agaialt theic light, conſcience, vows, cove- 


nents, 
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nants, &c,2 To ſin deliberately, is to {ia _provokingly ; De 
vids, deliberate ſin coſt him the breaking of his bones: Con- | 
forming Miniſters were thus far favoored of God, as that the 
temptation was not ſuffered to come violently upon them; 
they had = conſiderable time to coaſult Gods Word, their 
on yows, covenants, ſermons, prayers, &c, before they con- 
formed. 3, To fin upon choice is a fearful way of fianing, theſe 
men were pat to their choice, Either conform, or loſe your li- 
- yings ; your fine Houſes, Orchards, Glebe-Lands, Tythes, Cc. 
Here *twill be good to mind the Spirit of the ancient Worthies, 
Heb,11.24,25,26,35- 4. To fin deſignedly ig a dreadfal way 
of finning as thus, ſhould I not conform, I ſhould loſe my 
fat benefice, and then / ſhould not be able to pay (ach a debt, 
purchaſe ſuch a piece of Land, and beſides, Thomas and Mary 
maſt go without their portions, and alſo /ſheuld Ioſe the favour 
of my Lord and Patron, ce. Whereas could | but keep it two or 
three years longer, I ſhould be able to accompliſh my deſigns, 
and then I could give off with leſs damage. Lo conclude this, 
if there be any thing in this argument, Dani: need not have 
been caſt into the Lyoas Den, nor the three children into whe 
fiery Fornace zthe one might have omitted prayer, and the o- 
cher bave bowed eo the image; and when they had done, 
they might have made this plea, that they obeyed the Kings 
command unwillingly, and therefore innocent; ſo that in this 
objection there is no weight. 9 

Obj. Theſe men conform that they might have liberty to preacb. 
Anſ..God ſtands not in need of our fin to advance bis glo- 
ry; be can make Paul impriſonment a means of converſion, + 
as well as Pa Miniſtry , Phil. 1. 12, 13, 14. Pauls perſecution 
readed to the furtherance of the Goſpel, and made other Mini- 
Kers bold co preach. 5 
Odject. Bat ſome of them preach trat us and have great gifts, | 
. : Anſ, Neither of theſe grounds are fofficient, for us to heat 
men preach , for if ſo, then the rankeft Jeſuie or Prieſt in Rowe 
| may debeard ; for they are both 8x able to preseh avary. you: | 
bl mean, and ſome trurhs they preach-: But ibis prineiple (if you | 
. take not heed) will ſerve you innotbing,unled it be tolead you 
into Roms ere you are gur of it. 4 ME 
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Da Obj. But doth therr litt i ud 1.3 cauſe Cod to leawi ther gifts, 7 
ON” that wewny not expect a bleſſing by them , L 
the Anſ, Do not call that a little evil which diſhonors God fo 
em; much, ftrengthens the beart and bands of idolaters, and ftum- 
heir bles weak ſouls, confirms Hereticks, and ſets all the found Chri- 
on- fiians a mourning in corners, 
eſe Secondly, See whether God will bleſs ſuch mens gifts or no: 
li- - we will examine the caſe by Iſraels caſe of old, Hoſ.9, 8.9.14 
Fe, The Watchmanof Ephraim was with my Godzbut the Prophet is aſna 8 
ies, of Fowler in all bis ways, and hatred in the houſe of his God. They 
vay bare deeply corrupted themſelves as in the days of Gebealꝭ therefore he 
my will remember their iniquity, he will viſe their ſins ; Give them, O 
tbe, Lord, what wilt thon giv Give them a miſcarrying womb, and dry 
ary breaſts, The caſe was this, that after Jeroboam was made King 
our ofthe ten Tribes, 1 Kirng.12, there was a neceſſity upon him 
or to ſtop the peoples going up to Jeraſalem to worſhip, that ſo be 
ns, might prevent the Priefts of the Lord from ſowinz Sedition a- 
his) mong them, in order to the bringing again the ten tribes to 
ave the Crown and Scepter at Jer»ſa/em, 1 King. 12.27, 28,29. 1f 
the | this people go up to do ſacrifice in the houſe of the Lord, at Jeruſalem, 
 0- | then 72 * hearts of this people turn again unto their Lord,even unt o 
ne, Robo King of Judah,and they ſhall kill me, and go again to Ret olo- 
2 King of Judah. And therefore to prevent that, in policy he 
* framed a way of Worllip called the Worſhip of Calves; ver, 28 
' 29. Nbereupon the King took counſel, and made two Calues of geld, 
and ſaid nnto them, It is too much for you to go wp to Jeruſalem, behold 
lo- | thy gods O Iſrael which brought thee up out of the Land of Egypt ; and 
he ſet one Bethel, and put the other in Da, Mow having done 
ibis, be fics bis Priefts fuitable to his Worſhip, they were made 
of the loweſt or baſeſt of the people: And 8s for the reſt of 
the Prieſts that would not ſerve bis purpoſe, they muſt turn 
out of their places. Bur as always it bath been; ſo that wes, That 
ſome of the then good men, rather then they would make 
| tbemſelves uncspable of tbe work of the Miniſtry, or rather — 
of the prove, of good place, did think it to be their 
{their incereft I mean, for ſuch men dv ſeldom diſſert their 
. out of duty) to comply with the pre- 
ut certmonies of that age, which they were by ſpecial Order 
; from 
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from the King enjoiningto ſubmit unto. Now the queſtion migbe 
be, Whether that che people might not incourage theſe com · 


moſt holy of them; eſpecially conſidering theſe Prieſts could 
not he'p it, but would bave had it otherwiſe if they could? 
And there ſeems to be a clear foundation laid for their ſcrup- 
ling to hear any of the Prieſts, from the Prophets coming up, 
who proteſted againſt the whole of the Worſhip, 1 King 13. 
1.2, Andbeholdthere came a man of God out of Judah by the Word 


cenſe, and he cryed againſt it in the Word of the Lord, and ſaid, O Al- 
tar, Altar, : bu; ſaubthe Lord, Behold a child (hall be born unto the 
houſe 7 David, Jeſiah by name, and pon thee ſhall he offer the Prieſts 
of the high places that burn incenſe upon thee, and mens bones ſhall 
be burnt upon thee. Now you may lee the queſtion througbly an · 
ſwered and put beyond all doubt in the Propheſie of Hoſea, 
whoſe work was principally to deal with the ten tribes, Hoſ.9. 
8 9. The Wa'chman of Ephraim was with my God, hut, &c, Here 
rhe queſtion from the people to the Prophet might be this, 81 


niſtry ſome of theſe Prophets nhich now comply, ? If ſo, then nh not 
fell? Ard ¶ ſo, why might not they hear them as before not witiſtand- 
17g 33 Saith Hoſea, I gtant its true, the Prophet 
or Watchman of Iſrael was once with his God, that is, he orice 
did at laſt pretend Commiſſion from God, be ſtood in the 


up with God's Watchmen, be made it bis deſign to torward 
God*s Worſhip, admitting of nothing into it but hat had its 
foundatiop in the Word of God; but now he is altered, and 
ecome a nher minded man; he hath lefe the counſel of God, 
and hath given up himſelf to the counſel of J croboam; be bath 

a .renounced his former eommiſſion and ordination, aud bath 
taken up another ordination from thoſe ſpiritual Fathers of 

e Cturch whom Jereboams bath appointed to ordain for his 

ofſhip : He was once numbred up amonglt the diligent 

V Vatchmen; but now among thoſe that can, uay that do watch 


flying Prophets and Prieſts by hearing them preach, or deing 
preſent at their Worſhip, Sc. -ſpecially ſome of t he beſt and 


the For twice to the P»/pit's once; he now makes it bis deſign 


to 


of the Lord um Bethel, and I eroboam ſtood by the Altar to burn in- | 


it was moſt like it was, Whether God had never owned in the Mir 


counſel of God, be aſſerted God's Covenant, he was numbred 
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to pre ach up another intereſt, and unſay what he hath been « 
ſaying for theſe many years ; he hath lefe telling that the 
Word of God muſt be your Rule for Faith and Worſhip, and 
tells you now, you ought to take the Councils of the Church, 
and you mult ſubject your Faith to the opinion of the Fathers; 
and therefore he i a ſnare of the Fowler in all bis ways; that is, 
God is fo far from owning him now in a way of direction, &. 
as that he may be able to direct others in the good old way, as, 
that God hath left him to himſelf, to be enſnared by his own 
vain heart; and being enſnared himſelf, he becomes a ſnare 
to others that fhall walt upon him; O read Jer. 23. v. 11,12, 32. 
For both Prophet and Prieſt are prophane , yea, in my Houſe have 1 
found their wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord; wherefore their way ſhall be 
unte them as ſlippery ways in the darkneſs, they ſhall be driven on, & 
fall therein ; for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their vi- 
fitation, ſaith the Lord;as alſo v,13 32, Bebold , I am againſt them 
that propheſie falſe dreams, ſaith the Lord, & do tell them that cauſe my 
people to err by their lyes & by their lightneſs, yet I ſent them not, nor 
comwanded them ; therefore they ſhall not profit this people at all,ſanb 
the Lord. 

But he is a hatred in the houſe of his God, that is three ways: 

Firſt, God hates all th at he doth, for his Apoſtaſie (ate; hates 
his gifts, bis parts, his prayers, his ſermons, his duties, all is abhor - 
red by che Lord, Pſal,50,16. But unto the wicked God ſaith, What 
haſt thou to ds to declare my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt tab my co- 
venant into thy mouth, c. 

Secondly, He is bated as to his ations, by the Church of 
God; all his Brethren wichdraws from him as a man not to 
be accompanied with any farther; until he repents for abuking 
God, his own Conſcience, for ſtrengthening the hands of the 
wicked, for dealing fo baſely in the Covenant of the Lord; and 
accordingly you know the Rule is, That if any man that is called 
Brother, be wickedin his life, or walketh diſorderly, he is to be 
withdrawn from; 1/Cor, 5 11. 2 Theſſ. 3.14. 

nir dly, He is a hatred in the Houſe of God; that is, ſuch a 
Miniſtry is given to a Nation or people as a fruit of God's an- 
ger. andwrarh; and alſo they do by their ſuperſtitions and pro- 
phanenels ſut ther provoke _ pour out his wrach _ 
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ſuch a Nation or people : The reaſon of this the Prophets 


charge exhibited againſt the complying Prieſts and Prophets 


of that day, you have in Hof. 9,9. They have deeply corrupted 


themſelves as in the days of Geleah; therefore he will remember their 
iniquity, he will viſit their ſins: And the judgement you have de- 


nounced againſt theſe backſliders, in ver,14, Give them, O Lord; 
what wilt t hon give? Give them a miſcarrying M omb, and dry Breaſts, 
And this is the peoples Judgement as well as their own : Now 
wheat is it to have a miſcarrying Womb? is it not to have the 


fruit periſh before it comes to perfection e So ſhall it be in this 


caſe with them, and thoſe that join with them, nothing ſhall 
com e to any perſection. It is true, they preach truths; I, but ic 
hall not profit the Hearer, Iſa. 29 13,14, Wherefore the Lord 
ſaid» Foraſmuch as this people draw near me wuh their mouths, and 
their fear towards me is taught by the precepts of men : therefore be- 
hold, Iwill proceed 10 do a marvellous work amongſt this people, even a 
marve / lous work, and a wonder; for the wiſdom of their wiſe men (hall 
periſh, and the underſtanding of their prudent men ſhall be hid. They 
may h ear and hear, and all to no purpoſe : They ſhall be ever 
learning, but ſhall never be able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
2 Tim. 3. 7. | 

Gi ethem dry breaſts : Now what are the Miniſcers breaſts?for 
it's of that he is ſpeaking:Are they not the gifts aud parts of ibe 
Minzſters, as, or from which the people ſuck Truth and Light, 
and Knowledge, they being attended with the Spirit of God; 
but they ſhall have dry and ſapleſs Breaſis» ſuch as ſhall yeild 
no moyſture, no ſap, no milk, no food; as if the Prophet ſhould 
ſay, You that are ſo zealous for your publike bearing the back» 
Aliding Prieſts, tell me, What's your end in going? is it to e- 
ſcape Jeroboam's penalties ? you are (it may be) afraid to bring 
your {elves in trouble; if this be all, ſurely God will meer 
with you, and your iniquity will be found out, hide it as 
eloſe as yon will; but if it be to reap any ſpitittual profit. or 
advantage by them, then I cell you, you are;deceived, God 
bath left them to themſelves becauſe they have left God; 
think not that gifts and parts will do you good; I tell yon, if 
you place any t hing in theſe things apart frqm, the bleſſing of 
God, you are deceived, for it is nothing without the * of 
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God can mike them ful of lighe, life, and comfort, and flrength, 
and growth; therefore be not deceived, you do bur ſuck at 
empty breaſts ; and if you abide here, it cannot belong ere you 
will pine, and languiſn, and waſt away in your graces, and in 
your ſpiricuals, if that you look not to it, and ſo you'l come to 
de nothing ac laſt; and ſo the end will be worfe then the begin- 
ning with. you. 

Aſe. Is it ſo. that it's the duty of the Lord's people to come 
out of every — of Myſterie Babylons Worſhip ? O then, how 
much doth this reprove the profeſſors of this day living n Eu- 
rope? And how much is it to be bewailed co ſee how little of 
the call of God in this Word is upon men and womens hearts ? 
O! that the Lords people ſhould rather take pleaſure in the 
Kingdom of darkneſs, then in the Kingdom of the Lord je- 
ſas / O that the Lord would root up this principle of Earthly 
mindedneſs out of the hearts of his good people, even Mini- 
ſters as well as others, becauſe by them the poor people are led 
up and do vn in the World! O this earthly heart doth too too 
much reign in the Lords Miniſters and people at this day, which 
doth gapeafter honor, pleaſure, and much of this life, which 
doth keep men from obeying their Lord and Maſter, and ſhats 
up the ears of men againſt his call, that ler Chriſt ſay what he 
wil in his Word, they cannot hear it : Let him ſhew them the 
from, faſhion and beauty of his houſe, for their parts they 
have no mind, noencouragement to the thing- 3 the Wa 
which Chriſt gives in the ſetting about this Work, doth not 
ſute the carnal, ſenſual appetite of men, as Antichriſts Wapes 
doth ; for Chriſt's wages isIpiritual, little of the honor, glory 
and pleaſure of this Life, is there going along which Chrift*s 
york therefore it is that men rather think it beſt to abide in 
Babylon, hoping at the laſt that ſhe will be pleaſed to put them 
into one of the Prieſts Office, that ſo they may have i piece of 
bread, according to that old ſaying, 1 Sam. 2. 36. O! this is 
curſed frame of Spirit, which ſnut not only. the ears againſt 
Gods call, but the heart alſo againſt believing, that is, from 
doing the work of Faith, John. 5.44, faith Chriſe, How then can 
Je believe. which vr honor one of another, & ſerk not the honor that 
camei b from God oy? This is = ground of that diſ-freedom 
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upon mens ſpirits 84 to 8 coming ont of Myſerie Babylon ; they 
— then leave their ſweet mor ſels, and their rich — their 
fine babita tion which they builded while in Myſterie Babylon, 
about which was laid out ſo much of their time and treaſure: 
O this es it which made the Lords people ſo loath to come 
out of litteral Babylon, they had planted Vineyards and Olive- 
yards, and good Houſes, which was the fruits of many years 
labour, pain and charges; now to leave all this, they neicher 
could hear or helieve that it was Gods Will or Call, but rather 
that ius the forwardneſs of a bot beaded Nehemiah, or the 

iſhifeſs of a brain-fick Ev, and therefore it's ſaid, that 
Te went up from B. to ſet forward the Work of the 
Temple at Jern/alems, they were only ſuch whoſe ſpirits 'were 
ſtirred op —_— Ezra 1.5. Now that which ſtaid the reſt of 
the people behind from going up to the Work of the Lotd at 
Jernſalen, you may ſee what it was Hag. 1,4; It was their ciel- 
ed Houſes ; O this is to be ſuſpected is the cauſe why the good 
people of God ſtay fo behind in Baby/, notwithſtanding ſo 
many of their brethren are gone up to Temple · work before 
their eyes: O their c ieled Houſes have too great a banck up- 
on their bearis! This is the Miniſters fin 2 well as the peoples : 
Oh ! but the diſhonor that Jeſus Chrifi hath Vyit; it is intole- 
rable, and theit own diſgrace not a little occafioned thereby 
Methink to bear the Antichriſtian party to ſcorn; vilifie, de- 
ride, contemn and condemn good Minifters and others for 
their ſeeming willingneſs to comply at laſt with them, it grieves 
my foul: A for the good Miniſters themſelves, who yer dv 
contorm but in pert, how hath my been grieved in ſeeret 
to heat the confident proud words ſome adverfaries*to the 


| (29) 
State i; they ſay, they thought they had wade 8 Morſel ſo bitter 
they could never have ſavoured it, ſo big that they would 
never have ſwallowed it; but they now ſee their throat is 
like an o Sepulchre, or like the grave, it will lick at no- 
ching: Thus they wound the honor of God, and put his Son 
to open ſhame, and expoſe the moſt holy, moſt pute and un- 
defiled Religion, which they once were zealous for, to the 
ſcornand contempt of Nations; not that they do it intenti- 
onally, they mean not ſo ; but what ever they mean, che Ene- 
my taketh advantage by their practices ſo to ſcorn and re- 
proach as before-ſaid, Beſides, how in their own credit are 
they trampled upon ? Likewiſe by this means comes poor bo- 
neft hearts to be endangered, whoſe practice moſtly is rather to 
walk by example then precept; for they ſay, Our Miniſters, our 
Paſtors, and our aged Chriſtians.they do thus and thus, and 
ſurely. they know what they do: Thus the head leads the 
heart, and the heart the whole body, asit was in Iſraels days of 
old, J{a,1.5.6. Te revolt mare and more, the whole Head is ſick, and 
the whole heart is faint : O what beart ſo bard that cannot ake 
for this great evil / Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at this, aud be je 
horribly afraid; let the Sun and the Moon cloud themſelves at this 
great and horribls evil which the Nations of the Earth art overſpread 
withall,thas the Lords people ſhould leave the Fountains of living wa- 
ters, and hem to themſelves broken Ciſterns that can hold xo water, O 
that the Lords people would lay this to heart, and moarn deep- 
ly before the Lord for it, that ſo we may be hid in the day of 
the Lords wrath, for certainly without great repentance, here 
is litele ſign of any thing«deggned in Heaven but ruineand to- 
tal deftrucion to many of. the profeſſors of this generatiop 3 
this general ſin calls for general deſtruction, ii the Lords geo- 
le do not tern into the hand of the ſmiter, but revolt mere awd. 
more: les much to be feared, thay ſome profeſſort in the world 
have by compliance with the men of the Earth, laid foundation 
not only for their own, but their brethrens ruine. The Lord 
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dart mercy upon us, and give us his holy Spirit to guide us ia 
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I mall give ſome direRions what to do in this thing, that we 
may in ſome meaſure come up to our duty, and may be kept 
from compliance in falſe Worſhip, ; | 

Firſt, Labour to keep a Watch upon your ſouls againſt . theſe 
two evils; which ofren times in Satan hand proves mortal to 
poor ſonls 5 that is, Terror and Error. 

As to the firſt, viz, Terror, take this Rule from him who 
wiſheth wel to your ſouls : Never look into what you may ſuf- 
fer as to your dutyin coming off from Myſterie Babylon; I ſay, 
look not on ſuffering with both your eyes at once; for as God 
bath made you with two eyes, ſo imploy them ns you ought in 
this caſe;fix one eye only on your troubles, and the other eye 
on your Chriſt: Let Chriſt the diſpoſer of all afflictions, be much 
in your eye, and this will certainly take away (through God's 
bleſſing) the terror of your afflictions ; you- know a Lyon is a 
dreadful thing for a man to meet by himſelf ; but if we meet it 
chained up in the band of his keeper, this takes. away all our 
ſear: So look you on all your terrors & affliction; th at are like to 
attend you in the diſcharging of your duty in this matter, but 
£3 a Lyon cbained up in the hand of a dear Saviour, who will 
not ſoffer one Link of the Chain to go one jot further then 
will make for bis glory and your good, Fſal. 76. 10. Sarely the 
wrath of man ſhall praij e thee 3 the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou re- 

am,- -: < 

_ Secondly, There is another evil which you muſt ſet a ſirict 
Watch ageinft, or you may fall at Jai ; and that is not Terror, 
but Error; by which Satan overcomes thauſands of: profeſſors, 
and this is the main Engine that be fights with againſt Chrifti- 
- ans, and but too too often prevails, Mat.24.11,And many falſi 

Prep es ſpall ar iſcy and ſpall: dteriue mas: So verſe the 24h, with 
2 Nuß, nen m e e hdd + 
n muy uk me, How ſnall me prevent our danger in 
this caſ e? . 24. | 

HAnſ. Be cateſub always to obſerve this Rule, That that ad- 
vice gived yo u at any time, by any man ( in a day when moſt 
people in the Country here yom tive, are conyinced thay It 


isa day of Antichrifis getting gronsd upon Chris) wh 4 | 
or 


vice given, ſhall by the practice it puts you vpon, take you 
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or ſet you Free from thoſe afflictions which' moſt of the godly 
are involved in for the Worſhip. of Chriſt in the ſame Country 


you live in, is very dangerous advice: And I ſay, take heed of 


that man for his advice ſake, though he be reputed never ſo 
godly and able; for it ſavours too much ef the fleſh to be good 
advice for the ſoul; As to this of Satans deceiving or leading 
away of the people of God into Error, the danger may be 
greateſt among good men, or perſons under ſuch a conſidera- 
tion, who are many times very inſtrumental in Satans hand 
to deceive one 8nother;for Satan knows that is a vain thing for 
him to make uſe of an open apoſtatized Judas in this Work, a- 
mongſt ſome Chriſtians ; but be muſt get into a good Peter, and 

agitate or act him amongſt the Brethren, who was no leſs then 

ewice catched in this caſe; once was he made nſe of by Satan 

upon our Saviour, Math,16,2122,23, who was by our Saviour 
ſafficiently rebuked for his ad ice, hen he faid to him, Get thee 

leb ind me Satan. 

The ſecond time that this good man was made uſeof as an 
inſtrument in the hand of Satan to give unſound advier to the 
Lords people in an evil day, was to the Church of the Gian, 
Gal. 2 12,13,14, by whoſe advice both Barnabas and the whole 
Church were like to be drawa away at once, who was again ſuf- 
ficiently rebuked for it by Paul. 

Therefore this ſhould teach Chriſtians to bave a ſpecial care 
and heed of men, yea of good men as well as bad men; for both 
may be alike dangerous to us, if we are not the more watchful: 
Therefore Micab advice is good in this caſe Mic. 7. 5. Truſt not 
in a friend, put no confidence in a brother or a guide, keep the doors of 
thy mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom ; and the advice of the 
Father of Mercies will afford you the beſt good in the end, 
Therefore liſten to that, I ſa. 8. 20. To the Lam and to the Teſtimony, 
if they ſpeak, not according te this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light 
in them, And for a further confirmation of this wholſome advice, 
our Saviour hath backt it with theſe words, John.5,39 Search the 

Scriptures, & c. 

Like wiſe there are another ſort of men which one age hath 
brought forth in the World, which you ſhoald keep ſtrict 
watch and Ward againſt, xhoſe bears were never right — 
3 1 


= — — — ' ¶ Aͤ 


' (32) — 
God, but all along have 2 their honor and greatneſs 


in this life, and that way which would bring them in moſt, of 


that they would be for, be it what it would ; ſuch who ſcem 


to ſtand at ſome little diſtanet from the thing called Confor- 
mity, yet have given cauſe to fear, that their bearts are not 
right in this thing; that the honor of God is not chief in their 
eye, in t heir ſeeming Non - conformity, bat rather their own 
bonor and praiſe; for if it were the honor of God that theſe 
men have in their eyes in their ſcrupling conformity ſo much, 
why then can they joyn with that which they have ſo proteſted 
againſt as an evil thing? Would you not abhor that zeal in your 
Wives or Husbands, that ſhould ſeem to proteſt againſt the 
practice of Whoredom, and yet you cannot keep them out of a 
Whore-houſe bardly one day in a Week ? So that we have cauſe 
to fear, that the Non- conformity that is ſo much pretended un- 
to in the World by ſome perſons, ariſeth from hence, 
had in their hearersears ſuddenly and baſtily ſpoken their pleg- 
ſure apainſt Conformity in a day when they thought they had 
too great an intereſt in the times they lived in, for ſuck a thing 
to take place. | 
And that now they ſee things to run in 8 Channel fo con- 
trary to expectation, and what they thought once, their great 
fear is, ſhould they cloſe with the thing called Conformity, it 
wenld drive the good people away from them to this ſeparation; 
a — -—0- approved of by them, the profics of it always were 
coo 


I will nat charge this upon every individual of the non · con- 
forming Miniſters, who go further in compliance then their 
ſufferinꝑ · bre thren dare 
do in truch and uprightneſe of heart and ſoul; but I again 
ſey, we havg too too great ground to fear this of many of 
them; the Lord knoweth my heart, who knoweth all things] 
unto whom | appeal, I ſpeak not this to beſpatter any good 
man or Miniſter of the Goſpel, or that ] am glad of matter to 
cry down this or that party or way, but am more « Friend to 
that way which theſe men have profeſſed, then to ſpeak evil 
of it; but out efthegrief of my fonl 4 7 ie, being ſenfi- 
ble of the great diſhonor et comes to God 


>. » <> 


;I hope ſome of them do what they 


by it, and the 
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danger that is like to eome to you the good people, except 


there be great care to preveatir, and that general tuine is like 
to fall from Heaven by it upon the whole of God's people, 
without ſpeedy repentance. And further, to tell yon all m 
thoughes herein, the deſign which under 4 Covert I fear is 
carried on by fome men in the World, will appear at laſt to be 
this, viz. That if they can perſwade you the geod peaple to 
go up to Babylon firſt, and ſo after a while you have been enga- 
ged to Idolatry( for there is a heart engaging power in it then 
like ſo many Quarter-Maſters to ſeveral Troops, they will tall 
in the rear of you, and ſo cloſe you up to it; which they ſap- 
poſe they may do without being cenſured, when they 
have but once anſwered your ſcruple, and perlwaded 
you to go before them; and ſo you may never come off more 
till you dye in the plagues of Antichriſt, I ſhould much rejoice 
to be found miſtaken herein. 
Therefore my further advice to you is, That you would ad- 
join your ſelves to thoſe Chriſtians whom you ſee are found in 
their principles, and make conſcience of their duty, and are 
to ſuffer for what-they do profeſs, if yon intend the favour 
and love of God to your ſouls , Cant.1,7. the Spouſe enquires 
after communion with Chriſt's Flocks, aad the reaſon ſhe gives, is, 
For why ſhould The as them that turn aſide, cc. and in the eighuh 
Verſe Chriſt anſwereth, If then know not, O thou faireſt amon 
women, go thy way forth by the footſteps of the flock and feed thy 2 
beſides the Shepherds tents, Whence we may gather, that commu- 
nion with Saint is a precious preſervative agaiuſt turning afide, 
againſe apoſracie, So — Thus ſaith the Lord, ſtand ye in the 
ways and ſee, and ak for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk, 
therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls;&c.Aud ſo I ſhall conclude 
this direction with that word in Jer-1 3:17. Bur if ye witt not 
hear it my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, and mine eyes 
ſhall weep ſore, and run down with tears, becauſe the Lord*s Flock, is 
carryed away captive, : ; 

Ny next direction to you is, Be much in converſe with the 
Word of God: O this is God's Store-houſe of dire&ion and 
comforts ; here thou ſhale not mifs of « ſure path; men may 
(as thou * c iſdirect thee, and lead thee out of the 

dit thou lean on creatures; and make this mans 
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judgement, or tbat mans judgement the Rule of thy Faich, 
they may undo thy ſoul ; bat {ſor Ged bis way is perfect, the 
Word of the Lordis a tryed Word, Plal, 18.30. How hath it been 
a tryed Word? Two ways; firſt, as to the infallibility of it, it 
leads a ſonl unerringly, and that without danger to happineſle, 
Secondly, As to the firength of it, for ſo we underfland the 
word tryed, ſometimes when a tbing will not break that we 
tread on, or leanupon for help, O! ſo is the Word of Ged 
tryed Werd, you need not fear the firengih of it, you may 
bang the weight of your immortal ſouls upon it without fear, 
it will not deceive yon; fear no: Therefore ſaith David, Pſa), 
119. 15. 16+ | will meditate ix thy precepts, and have reſpebt unto thy 
ways ; I will delight my ſelf in thy Statutes, and will rot forget thy 
Word. You may perceive the profitableneſs of the Word of 
God to your ſouls, by the often endeavours of Hell, whoſe 
main deſign hath been to plockit out of the World, or, at leaſt 
Wiſe ſo to obſcure it, that you might not reap the benefit either 
of its direction or comfort. Secondly, Here thou wilt bave a 
ſea of comfort and conſolation to bear thy foul vp under the 
4 aſſaults thou ſhalt meet with from Satan or the Beaſt, 
krow the Dragon doth uſe to pour aut bis Flood of perſecu- 
tion aſter thoſe that leave his Kingdom; but the Word of 
God is ſo full of comfort, that it will heal all again, as it's ſaid 
of ]/-ac! of old, ſo may I apply it to thee, Pfa), 207. 19. 20, J. 
their troubles then they cry unto the Lord, and he ſaveth them ont ef 
their diſtreſies 3 he ſent bis Word and healed them, ard delivercd them 
from their deſiruttions. O | this is that bath comforted the Mar- 
tyrs of old, and hath made their way to the flake ſo ſweet and 
comfortable: O the rich promiſes that are there for 1by ſoul 
to feed upon in any ſtraits, the encouragements to the ſharpeſt 
of duties Take a taf-of them, Matt. 10,28, And fear not 
them which kill the body, but are nat able tokill the ſoul, Kc, Rom, 
8.18. For Ireckon, that the ſwſferings of thu preſent time are not wor- 
thy tobe compared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 1 Job, 
3.2. Belo ved, nom we are the ſons of Gedi aud it doth not 3e: appear what 
we ſhall he, but we know that wken he ſhall appear, we ſhall be liks him 
for we ſhall ſes bim as he 15,Rev,2.7.Hethat kath an ear, let him bear 
what the S pirit ſaith unto the C burches 3 To him that overcomath will 
J give te et of the Tree of Life which is in the midſt of the Paradise o 
| Go 
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Ged. And ver, 17. He that hath an ear let bim hear what the Spirit 
ſaith unto the Churches; To him that overcometh, will I give to eat 
of the hidden Manna, and will give him a white ſtone, and in the ſtent 4 
new name written, which no man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth it, 
So Rev.3.10,11,12, chap. 19,7, 8. and the 20. 1, 2, 3, 4. wich 
2 Tim. 4.7, 8. I have fought a good fight, have fimfh:d my conrſe, 1 
bave kept the Faith, benceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of rigb- 
teouſneſi, wh ch the Lord the righteous I udge ſhall give me at that — 
Nc. / ſhall conclude this direction with commending to you two 
Texts of Seripture, Heb. 10.35. Caſt not away therefore your confi» 
dence, which hath great recomyence of reward, And Heb. 12 28 Where» 
fore we receiving a K ingdom which cannot be moved, let us have Grace 
whereby ne may ſerve God acceptably,with reverence and godly fear. 
Laſt Direftion, Be much in prayer to God for counſel and 
direction in the matter of your duty; Prayer is the life of your 
ſouls, as the ſoul is the life of your bodies, /t's a rare thing to 
hear of the miſcarrying of a praying ſoul , Prayer brings God 
down from Heaven for you, Ex. 3. 7, 8. And the Lord faid, 1 have 
ſurely ſeen the affliftions of my people whichare in Egypt, & bave heard 
their cryes, &c. and I am come down to deliver them, Cc, it brings 
down the holy Spirit into your hearts to enlighten, comfort, 
ſupport and counſel you in the darkeſt of times; O what reliet 
bave David and Jacob gotten this way in dark hours! Satan 
knows the advantages praying-ſouls gets this way, that's the 
reaſon be makes is ſo difficult to the ſou), and ſlirs up that in- 
ward oppoſition againſt it; hut be not diſcouraged at ic, but 
go on in this way of prayer, beg hard of God for an. enlighte- 
ned underſtanding, that you may diſcern the wiles of the ſab- 
til enemy of your ſouls and his agents who are at wark for 
bimin the World, that you may have a beart given you to ad- 
venture upon your daty what ever you ſuffer , and in this 
Work of prayer you have God's people enlarged with you, 
Chriſt engaged in the Work himſelf for you; therefore ſurely 
you will prevail and overcome in the end. Remember, it's 
for a Crown you ſitive ; and for a Kingdom you run, and yo 
ſhall reap if you faint not. J ſhall conclude my directions with 
preſenting you theſe two places of Scripture, Pſal. 126. 6. He 
that goes forth and weepeth, bearing precions ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come 
again with rejoycing bring ing his 1 W with bim. And 1 Cor. 1252 
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Therefore my beloved Brethren, FA ye fledfaft,immoyable always abouns 
ding in the work of the Lord,foraſmuch as Je know that your labour 
is not in Pain in the Lord. 
Signs of deliverance froom Antichriſt, 
- Bot Firſt 1 ſhall anſwer an ObjeRion. 

Some poor ſouls may ſay, The joke of Antichriſt: ſo lafting and 
perpetual, that I am diſcouraged;he hath been ſo many hundreds of years 
in the World, and yet is, and yet may be, I am afraid therefore, that in 
coming ¶ from Antichriſt, my trouble will not only be (harp, but laſt- 
ing. and 10 I fear I all not hold out. 

Tanſwer, fitſt, by telling thee, it is thy duty to come out of 
the Worſhip of Myſterie Babylon; and if thou meeteſt with 

never ſo much bardſhips, and though it laſt never ſo long, yet 
ſoul thou art not to diſpute in this caſe, but thy cuty is to o- 
bey the call of God: What, wilt thou reaſon thy ſelf out of 
Heaven, and the favour ofthy God to all Eternity, for fear of 
a little ſuffering here, which laſteth but for a moment? What, 
are Antichriſt's cruelties in this life, in compariſon to that 
wrath which ſball fall upon thoſe which ſhall be found wor- 
ſhipping the Beaſt or his Image, or that ſhall receive his mark 
in their fore-beads, or is their right hands, Rev. 14- 10, 11, 
The ſame ſhall dr ink of the Wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the Cup of his indignation; ard he ſhall bs tor- 
mented 1n the preſence of the holy Angels with fire and brimſtone, and 
in the preſen: e of the Lamb;& the ſmoabę of the torment aſcendeth up 
for ever and ever, and they have ng reft day nor night, who worſhip the 
Beaſt and his image, and whoſoever receiveth the mark of his Name, 
ondly, / anſwer, How knoweſt thou that the man of fin, 

or the Antichriſt ſhall reign ſo long in the World? I am not of 
your opinion, but do think that his time co be judged is come, 
and he is not like to continue many years more in rhe World, 
but bis yoke of Tyranny ſhall be broken, and his bands of 
cruelty burſt aſunder from off the necks of the Lord's peo- 
ple, 4»dthe righteous Nation ſhall be made to rejoyce, and they ſhall 
Frere to Zion with ſhout ing and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their heads; 
for the blood under the Alter hath prevailed againſt Myſterie 
Babylon, u bich cryed day and night againſt ber, ſoying, How 
long, O Lord, boly and true, will it be ere thou avenge our blend on 
hens that dwell upon the Earth? But for the hope and n 
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of the Lords people touching this thing of perioding Be 


— of ſin; bleſpbemy and cruelty, take choſe figns that fol» 
ov, 

* Firſt, Obſerve, that when God doth at any time put his peo- 
ples necks under any part of Ba5y/o»s yoke inthe World, God 
doth prefix a time how long tbar yoke ſhall remain upon 
them, to a day, yea an hour, beyond which it ſhall not be, in 
deſpite of all the craft, wiſdom,policy and power either of earth 
or bell; ſee Gen,15, 13. with Exod.12, 51. Ad it came to paſs 
the ſelf-ſame day that the Lord 1id bring the children of } ſrael ont of 
Egypt by their armies, Plal 102.13 Thou ſhalt ariſe and have mercy 
upon Sion; for the time to favour her, yea the ſet-time is come, 

Secondly, As to the ſigns of removing the yoke off the neck, 
ſome are taken fiom the Agents of the man of fin themſelves ; 
the ſecond ſort are taken from the Saints themſelves, 

Firſt; When the adverfaries o! truth ſhall more then ordi- 
narily rage againſt the Church and people of God, this is made 
a note of the ſhortneſs of his Kingdom, Rev. 12.12, and ve may 
believe it, 7 he Devil is come down wnts you, having great wrath, be- 
cauſe he knoweth that he hath but a ſhort time. 

Now why may not the Church of God look for ſudden re- 
demption from this ſign ? Was there ever a time that the earth 
was tilied more with rage, and enraged inſtruments againſt the 
life, power, and ſpiric of truth then at this day? How do the Na- 
tions of the earth combine together againſt the Lord, & againſt 
his gnnointed Chriſt ? What counſels, u har end:avonrs, what 
combinations are there now on foot againſt the Charch, crys 
ing out, Kare her, Rare ber down tothe ground, let her be no more @ 
Name. O! then let not this diſcourape you, but rather let it 
heighten your expectation, for the day of your redemption 
draweth near, be Ge 

Sxrrond fign ; When they ſhall bitterly plaſpheme the God of 
Heaven, when a generation of men are let tun ro this, they 
cannot be far from ruine, Iſa. 36.14.15. Thus ſaith the King, Let 
net Hezehrah deceive you, for he ſhall not be able to diliver you ; nei- 
ther let Hez:thiah make you truſt in the Lord, ſaying, the Lerd will 
ſurely deliver ut, this City ſhall not be delivered into the hund of the 
King of Aſſyria, Now in chap: 37.3. Thurſath Hiexhjab, This 


- — — — — —— « kl. 


— — — 


fall. 


(28) . 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blaſphemy, &c. So 
mind diligently ver. 29. Certainly though God may -bear 
much, yet he wil not bear mens blaſphemy, this toncheth the 
honor of God too near co ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed, There- 
fore you ſee how quickly Sennacherib tumbled after his blaſphe- 
my. Now was there ever more horrid blaſphemy on foot then 
at this day in the World? O what rending and tearing of 
the Name of God? What daring of God to his face b 
ſcorning of the Spirit of God! What higher blaſphemy can 
there likely be, then to call the moſt boly breathings of the 
Spirit of God in the hearts of bis, people, canting, and ex- 
temporary fluff! O borrid, horrid blaſphemy / how far be. 
yond K atſhakeh's blaſphemy is this? And it the blaſphemy of 
a Heathen brought God ſo quick out of Heaven, how much 
ſooner will ſuch blaſphemy- out of the mouths of men pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity, bring God ont of Heaven upon men, who 
fin ſo directly againlt ligic, which the other did not: therefore 
certainly God will not fisy long from executing his fierce 
wrath upon ſuch perſons, Antichrilt is cloathed with this fin; 
yea, the name o — 2 written upon their forcheads, 


Therefore look _ eyoke as removing from the neck 0 
the Saints, for the iniquity of the Amorites is come to the 


Third ſigu; When they hall bitterly vex and oppreſs the 


| Lord's people with their cruelties and oppreſſions, Exod. 3, 7,8 
Au the Lord ſaid, I have ſurely ſeen the af flift:ons of my people which 


— — — 


are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reaſon of their Tal- Ma» 
fters; for 1 know their ſorrows, and am come down to deliver them 
out of hs hands of the Egyptians, Cc. Plal, 12 5. For the opreſſion 
of the poor, for the ſiglung of the needy, now will J ariſe” ſaith the Lord) 
70 ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at him. Nom judge you 
of this fign, bow the Nations under the power of the Beaſt 
a bound ia this Trade: What riflings, what plunderings, whac 
rending of Eftates from the poor Chriftians is chere now in 
the World? What ſhutting up in Priſons week after week is 
there now on foot in the Nations of the Earth, as if men were 

leaſed to delight themſelves with the impriſonment of the 


rd*s people, as gbe Fbiliſtines did in the miſery of _ 


(39 ) 
This is a clear ſign that God is near, even nearec then theſe men | 
are aware off. = 
Fourth ſign ; When they ſhall faſten their iniquity upon 1 

God, Plal 50. 20, 21. T hou ſit feſt and 7 peakeſt againſt thy Brother; * 
thou ſlandereſt thy om Mothers Ses: Theſe things haſt thou done, and x 
kept ſilence , thou thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch an one as thy f 
ſelf Bu: I mill reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes. | 
When mea ſhall in all their impieties conclude, That as they 
are God's people, lo their Work are Gods Work; Ol there is a 
neceſſicy (If 7 may ſo ſpeak) upon God to come forth upon 
the Nations of the Earth, and clear himſelf of this falſe im- 
putation. Now I leave you to judge of che nearneſs of Gods 
&migg forth at this day. O how is God made the ſtalking- | 
horſe of the wicked action in this day! How doth the Anti- 
chriſtian party pretend to Godand his glory in all they do! If | 
they kill and murther the innocent, it is for Cod; if they tuine | 
the Eſtate» and Liberties of the poor ſervants of Chriſt, all this | 
is for God;the waſling of ſo many thouſands of Families in the 
world, all is done in the name of God ; & thus they make God a | 
murtherous, plundering, waſting and deffroying God; ſo that 
the Name which the Scripture gives the Devil, they by their 
villany, and helliſh practice, and making God the Author of it, 
they faſten theſe names upon God, and ſo make God appear to 
be that Abaddon and 4pllyonſpoken of in Rev.g. 11. a hich ſig · 
nifieth waſcing and deſtruction. | 
Beſides all chis their idolacry in Worſhip, this is done in the | 
name of God, What encouragement think 5you do theſe men 

ive the Jews or Pagans to come over to this God, and to becom 
fabjett to him? What delight can the Nationstakeina God | 
that gives power to bis people to kill, murther ruine and deſtroy | 
one-another ? What think you ?is not God bound in point of 
honor. to came forth and clear himſelf of this horrid crime | 
laid upon him by ſuch a generation of men? Surely God will, 
and the whole World ſhall know, that though God was ſilent 
under their helliſh um 2 Ho not a friend to it; and this the 
World ſhail ſce by God's ſadden tearing them in pieces beſore 
their eyes. 


Fifth 


(40) 

Fifth ſigo; When they ſhall come to this heigth of ſin as to 
appear in their publike Courts of Judicature viſibly and o- 
penly to wreſt Juſtice and Judgement towards the innocent; 
iſa, 59.14.15. Ard fuagement is turned away backwark, ard Tuſtice 
ſtandeth afar e for truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and equity car not en- 
ger 3 yea, truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil, mak eth him- 
ſelf a prey, and the Lord ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there was 
wo Jnagment, ; | 

Sixth fign, (pac this to the former, for they muſt pe band 
in hand) That is when together with their violating of Juftice 
they (bal! muſter up their Forces and Armies to break in like a 
Flood upon the remnant of the Womans Seed, that is a ſure fign 
of their ſadden fail, 1ſa.59.19. 20. So ſhall they fear the Name of 
the Lord from the Weſt, and his glory from the riſing of the Sun, when 
the Enemy (hall come in like à flood. the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up 
4 Standard againſt him, and the Redeemer ſpall come to Zion, and to 
them that turn iniquity from Jacob, ſaiththe Lord. Now examine 
the Nations of the Earth by theſe figns, 

Frft, Do you find a Nation or a People under the Power of 
Antichriſt, that coms under this ſign ſpoken of in the 14, and 
15. ver, that are grown ſo bad as that they have turned judg- 
ment backwards, and made Jaftice to ſtand afar off, and have 
made truth to fall in the ilreets, and will not ſuffer equity to 
enter? And do you find a Nation preparing themſelves in a 
way of muſtering ap their Forzes, to fall in like a Flood upon 
the Lord's people, which is che ſign in the 19. and 20, verſes ? 
And in the ſame place do you find the ſtandard of the Lord 
lifted up, which is « holy Spirit of courage and reſolution to 
hold it out for God, that let the Enemy do what they can; yet 
chey will rather ſuffer then fin ? Wby then ſhould we not 80n+ 
clude our ſelves near deliverance from the Tyranny and Yoke 
of Antichriſt in the World ? If we do but conſult the 20. and 
21. v. of the ſame 59, of Iſaiah, for they are not to be ſeparated; 
O then rejoyce ye right eau, for your God is coming with a ſirong hand 
to pluck, you out of the Enemy*; bands, and ſuch as hate yon, ſhall bear 
rule ver you g more, 

. Sexond ſort of figns are taken from the Saints themſelves; 

Firſt, When a mighty Spirit of Prayer is poured forth * 
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SCI. 

Ihe Lords people, Zech. 12. 18.1 ha Twill powr:-»pon the houſe «f 
David, and upon the Inhubit ants of Jeruſalem , the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication, & c. See Nehemiah, Daniel, which was a certain 
fore runner of the Few! deliverance gut of literal, Ba rin. Nou 
wur there ever more of this given oat ſince the primitive times, 
then ar this day upon che Lord's people? O then bi not diſeou- 
raged, but bear up head and heart; for as this was ſign of deli- 
yerarce to the Jews from the yoke and tyrannie of old Babylon, 
fo wil it prove to the Lord's people now. Sicond (ign when this 
thing, »:z, Deliverance ſhall particularly be put upon the hearts 
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of the Lord's people im generat, as chat chey fund bears weight 
wpon their ſpirits when they ate beſote the Lord, as eh. 1,8, 9, 
Now fee the City and Temple that was in particular put with 
weight upon his heart in prayer before the Lord, Dan 9.18, 9. 
U'my God, encline thing cat and hear UI hint ure wed hee de. 
ſelat ons, and the C iy ub ch is called by thy Name y fer he ners · 
ſent our ſupplications before ther for our own vi gbheevaſ ue, but forthy 
great tender mercier: O Lord hear, O Lord grove, O Lord bearked 
and do: defer not for thine vn fake, O'myGod: for .thy City andthy 
pedple ave called by thy Name, V o ſee ch Cay and Temple that 
lay waft, were in pirtiealer pur with weight upon bis heart in 
pre per Before be Lord, Now exichine and ak the Lord's people 
what is fer with moſt weight upon their hearts in prayer when 
before God? Is it Zron's deliverance ? Is ic the City and Temple 
df Fer»ſalem? Is it the People and Csaſe of God that bears much 
in\apon their hearts ven before the bord in prayer? If ſo; this 
ke fige that the Work ir at the birth, and wil come: forth ſpee+ 
dily, rhough ail che Devils im Hell oppoſe io, Rev. 16. 1. A I 
heard a great vier ont of the T emiple ſaying to the ſeven Angels,go your 
whys and pont out the Lal ref — Go h i ENO 
11 nt the ve vf th Fem pletdibetbe geaetel agreei ag co 
fernere he the? yiritbrilly od ne ich 
tfortnatior Niue upon chern y theFraicof prayers, being fe. 
conded with the ſtrong interceſſiom of Chriſt, Rer. 8. 3, 4 5. A 
anther Ange} came and ſtodd at the Altar, huving «golden Cenſer, and 
| und him mich nicenft,thub ie ſhould. fer it wich the 
—— ob mas beforethe Throne, 
x hich bine bir alls prajeri of the Saints, 
G aſcend 


imo 
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Ged ont of the Angels bnd, Ami the et ok 
'£ wake, * 


| as to any bope of doliyerance from, r delirer- 
J - Sha Whenn Tori, Pi. 37.994, By bull ders Þ ere fs | 
ance, then Jook for it, inberit the earth, Wait oy the 


BE; | pa; the Lord, they ſhah 6 508 Of 
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| abat found then ar this day amongſt the Ltd v p 
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"{ooking ont at the Windows is there now inthe- World amo 
the Saints? Were it but the expectations of a few, it were ſome- 
thing, although not altogether to be ſlighted neither; but old and 
young, little and great, almoſt all look for deliverance. Certainly 
"ſhould God fail the expectations of his in this day, it would be 
the greateſt diſappointment that I have read of. 
* Lafily, When divided Chriftians ſhall ſweetly cloſe with, and 
1 embrace each other, Exc. 37.16, to the 21. there Ephraim and 
Jacob are made one ſtick; and then in ver. 21, forward, you read 
| of God's reſolation to deliver them out of capcivity, But of this 
I ſhall ſay bu t little, but pray the more, That the Lord 
| would grant for bis mercy ſake, that his people would think on 
J ic, and labour for healing - prineiples, that the Work of Zion de · 
liverance might not at laſt ſtick here, and ſo for want of a Spirit 
of love and condeſcention one to another, we keep pur ſelves til 
apart one from another, and our great merey by this means apart 
from our ſelves and our children, — X 
The Lord help us, and pity a rended , torn people, that have 
yet little profited by our sfMliRions;and make thoſe one on earth 
_ muſt be one in Heaven, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake our Lord, 
Amen. — 


15. 


err 
up be aut ef the rung hn. Aus t e tos 
( enſ — —— it with fire of the Altar, & caſt it into 10 hoy 
ani there were Voices & Thunderinſs,& eau. an Earthquake, 
Third fign is, Wben theLords people are brought to that paſs that 
they ſee no way of deliverance on this fide Heaven, according 
to the Proverb, Man's extremity will be God 1 opportunity, Deut. 3 2. 
36. For the Lord will judge his people, and repent himſelf for his ſer- ul. 
wants, when he ſeeth that their power is gone, and that there is none ſhut | 
wp or left, This was Habbakkaks rejaicing-time, Hab. 3. 17, 18, 
Although' the Fig-tree [hall not bloſſome y neither ſhall fruit btn the 
Viner, the labor of the Olive ſhall failzand the fields ſhall yeild no meat, 
| the Flock, (hall be cut off from the Fold » and there ſhall be d Herd in 
the Stall, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of my ſalva- | 
tian. Becauſe he knew when things ſeemed ſo ſad, and delivers | 
ance looked ſo far off, then according to God's way it was moſt 
near, Ezek.37.3: And he ſaid unte we, Son of man, Can theſe bones 
1 live? And [ anſwered, O Lord God, thou knoweſt, So in Rev. 11. 7, 
| $,9. And when they (hall have finiſhed their Teſtimony ,' the Beaſt that 
aſcendeth our of the hottomleſꝭ pit ſhall make war againſt them an (hall * 
overcome them, and . ; and 22 __ ſhall oe in -the 
reer of the great City, which ſpur 1t4aty is calle m and Egypt! 
where alſ . craciſiad and they of the people, and ws 2h 
and tongues and nations ſhall ſee their dead bodies three days and an half. 
aud ſpal not ſuffer their dead bodies to be put in graves, So ver. 10, 1 l. 
And they that dwell oh the — * over rw and wakes 
v aui [hall ſend gif ts ont i arother , becauſe theſe two Prophets — 
i — — Sock op | th. Ae three days _ 4 
N belf the Spirit of Life from God entered into them, and they ſtood upon 
ber feet; and great fear fell upon them which ſaw them. 
Nou examine whether the people of God be broughe to this 
paſs yea or no, wholly killed as to outward belp, and in he grave 
| as to any hope of deliyerance from, ar hy any creature. Fourth 
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* fign, When a general expeltation ip upon the Church for deliver- 
ance, then look for it, Plal. 37. 9,34 Fer dil ders Hall be cut of | 
- - but thaſe that wait upon the Lord;they ſhall inherit the earth, Wait on the 
| Lord,and keey bis wan aud he ſhall e thee to inberit the Land, when 


the wicked are ct off, how Palt ſeeut; Now wa there erer mores 
— and d chen at this day amongſt the Lotd's people 7 Wha 


looking 
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looking ont at the Windows is there now in the World among 
the Saints? Were it but the expectations of a few, it were ſome- 
thing, although not altogether to be lighted neither; but old and 
young, little and great, almoſt all look for deliverance,Certainly 
(ould God fail the expectations of his in this day, it would be 
the greateſt diſappointment that I have read of. 
5 Laſtly, When divided Chriftians ſhall ſweetly cloſe with, and 
embrace each other, Exe. 37. 16, to the 21. there Ephraim and 
Jacob are made one ſtick; and then in ver. 21, forward, you read 
| of God's reſolation to deliver them out of captivity, But of this 
I ſhall ſay bu t little, but pray the more, That the good Lord 
would grant for bis mercy ſake, that his people would think on 
| ic, and labour for hbealing-prineiples, that the Work of Zion de · 
liverance might not at laſt ſtick here, and ſo for want of a Spirit 
of love and condeſcention one to another, we keep our ſelves ſtil 
apart one from another, and our great mercy by this means apart 
from our ſelves and our children, — — % 
The Lord help us, and pity a rended , torn people, that have 
yet little profited by our sMiRions;and make thoſe one on earth 
that muſt be one in Heaven, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake our Lord, 


« Amen, 
%. 
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